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shall print several thousand surplus copies of the || 
i 


gssiONAL GLOBE aND Appenntix, for the purpose of || 
co ataning complete sets to all who may subscribe for them 


hereafter 


this session, (the first of the T'wenty-Eighth Congress ;) and 


those pe 


of Congress. 


The Arrenvtx is printed in the same form, and contains 
all the speeches made in both Houses of Congress, written 
out, or revised, by the members themselves. — 

[tis expected that each of these works will make near 
one thousand royal quarto pages this session. ‘The price 
will be $l for each until the Ist day of January next; and, 
after that day, $2 each. Those persons who enter their 
names and transmit the money before the Ist of January 
next, will be entitled to the papers at the lowest price— 
that is, $1 each—no matter when the money may reach us. 
We will send six copies of either work for $5, twelve copies 


rsons who may receive it will, by looking through 


This is the first sheet of the Conenessionat Giose for 

it, see that it contains a succinct history of the proceedings | | 
2 

| 


for $10, and so on in proportion to a larger number. 
The rules of the Post Office Department permit post- 


masters to frank letters, written by themselves, containing 











money for subscriptions. 
Tue following is a list of the members of the | 
Twenty-Eighth Congress, as far as they have | 
been elected. The terms of all the members of 
the House of Representatives expire on the 3d | 
of March, 1845, and those of the members of the 
Senate on the 3d of March in the year which we 
have placed immediately after their names, re- | 
spectively. ; ‘ 
The names of the Democratic members are in 
plain roman letters, the Whigs in italics, and the | 
Tyler man (Mr. Wise) in sMALL CAPITALS. 
SENATE. 
MAINE. CONNECTICUT. 
John Fairfield........+. 1845 J. W. Huntington.......1845 | 
George Evans..... +e+.-1847 John M. Niles........ 1849 | 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. NEW YORK. 
Levi Woodbury......+. 1847 N. P. Tallmadge....... 1845 
Charles G. Atherton....1849 Silas Wright........... 1849 
VERMONT. NEW JERSEY. 
Samuel Phelps..... 000+ 1845 W. L. Dayton.........1845 | 
William C. Upham ....1849 Jacob W. Miller......+- 1847 | 
MASSACHUSETTS. PENNSYLVANIA. 
Rufus Choate.......++. 1845 D. W. Sturgeon.. .....1845 | 
Isaac C. Bates....... ..-1847 James Buchanan...... 1849 
RHODE ISLAND. DELAWARE. 
William Sprague....... 1845 R. H. Bayard..... + e000 1845 | 
James F. Simmons.....1847 Thomas Clayton........1847 | 
| 
MARYLAND. TENNESSEE. | 
William D. Merrick ...1845 E. H. Foster..........+ 1845 
[Vacancy.] Spencer Jarnagan......1847 | 
VIRGINIA. KENTUCKY. 
William C. Rives ......1845 John T. Morehead...... 1847 
William S. Archer..... 1847 John J. Crittenden.... 1849 
NORTH CAROLINA. OHIO. 
Willie P. Mangum.....1847 Benjamin Tappan......1845 
W. H. Haywood, jr....1849 William Allen..........1849 | 
SOUTH CAROLINA. INDIANA. 
Daniel E. Huger...... .-1847 Albert S. White...... «1845 | 
George McDutfie.......1849 Edward A. Hannegan..1849 
GEORGIA. ILLINOIS. 
John M. Berrien..... -.1847 James Semple......... 1847 
Walter T. Colquitt..... 1849 Sidney Breese......... 1849 | 
ALABAMA. MISSOURI. 
William R. King.......1847 T. H. Benton........+.1845 | 
Arthur P. Bagby.......1849 D. R. Atehison.........1849 | 
MISSISSIPPI. ARKANSAS. | 
John Henderson......,.1845 William 8S. Fulton. ....1847 
Robert J. Walker......1847 A. H. Sevier...........1849 | 
LOUISIANA. MICHIGAN, 


“llezander Barrow. ....1847 
llezander Porter.....-1849 


A. Ss. Porter.cocacecceclets 
W. Woodbridge........1847 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MAINE, 
Dis, Dis. 
1. Joshua Herrick, 5. [Vacancy,] 
2. Robert P. Dunlap, 6. Hannibal Hamlin, 
3. Luther Severance, 7. [Vaeancy.] 
4. [Vaeancy,] 





1. Thomas H. Seymour, 
. John Stewart, , 


wo 


Se ol 


. Robert C. Winthrop, 
. Daniel P. King, 

- [Vacancy,] 

- William Parmenter, 
. Charles Hudson, 


- Henry Y. Cranston, 


. Solomon Foot, 
. Jacob Collamer, 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1843. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
6. [Vacancy,] 
7. [Vacancy,] 
8. John Quincy Adams, 
9. Henry Williams, 
10, Joseph Grinnell, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
Edmund Burke, John P. Hale, 
Join R. Reding, Moses Norris, jr. 
RHODE ISLAND, 
2. Elisha R. Potter. 
CONNECTICUT. 
3. George S. Catlin, 
4. Samuel Simons. 
VERMONT. 
3. George P. Marsh, 
4. Paul Dillingham, jr. 
NEW YORK. 


1. Selah B. Strong, 18. Preston King, 
2. Henry C. Murphy, 19. Orville Hungerford, 
3. J. Philips Pheniz, 20. Samuel Beardsley, 
4. William B. Maclay, 21. J. E.Cary, 
5. Moses G. Leonard, 22. 8. M. Purdy, 
6. Hamilton Fish, 23. Orville Robinson, 
7. Joseph H. Anderson, 24. Horace Wheaton, 
8. R. D. Davis, 25. George Rathbun, 
9. James G. Clinton, 26. Amasa Dana, 
10. Jeremiah Russell, 27. Byram Green, 
1]. Zadock Pratt, 28. Thomas J. Patterson, 
12. David L. Seymour, 29. Charles H. Carroll, 
13. Daniel D. Barnard, 30. William S. Hubbell, 
14. William G. Hunter, 31, Asher Tyler, 
15. Lemuel Stetson, 32. William A. Moseley, 
16. Chesselden Ellis, 33. Albert Smith, 
17. Charles S. Benton, 34. Washington Hunt. 
NEW JERSEY. 
1. Lucius Q, C. Elmer, 4. Littleton Kirkpatrick, 
2. George Sykes, 5. William Wright. 
3. Isaac G. Farlee, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
1. Edward Joy Morris, 13. Henry Frick, 
2. Joseph R. Ingersoll, 14. Alexander Ramsay, 
3. John T. Smith, 15. Henry Nes, 
4. Charles J. Ingersoll, 16. James Black, 
5. Jacob S. Yost, 17. James Irvin, 
6. Michael H. Jenks, 18. Andrew Stewart, 
7. Abraham R. McIlvaine, 19. Henry D. Foster, 
8. Jeremiah Brown, 20. John Dickey, 
9. John Ritter, 21. William Wilkins, 
10. Richard Brodhead, jr., 22. Samuel Hays, 
11. Benjamin A. Bidlack, 23. Charles M. Reed, 
12. Almon H. Read, 24. Joseph Buffington. 
DELAWARE. 
George B. Rodney. 
MARYLAND. 
Not elected. 
VIRGINIA. 
1. Archibald Atkinson, 9. Samuel Chilton, 
2. George C. Dromgoole, 10. William F. Lucas, 
3. Walter Coles, 11. William Taylor, 
4. Edmund Hubard, 12. A. A. Chapman, 
5. Thomas W. Gilmer, 13. George W. Hopkins, 
6. John W. Jones, 14. George W. Summers, 
7. Henry A. Wise, 15. Lewis Steenrod. 
8. Willoughby Newton, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
1. Thomas L. Clingman, 6. James J. McKay, 
2. Daniel M. Barringer, 7. John R. J. Daniel, 
3. David 8. Reid, * 8. Archibald H. Arrington, 
4. Edmund Deberry, 9. Kenneth Rayner, 
5. Romulus M. Saunders, 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
1. James A. Black, 5. Artemus Burt, 
2. Richard F. Simpson, 6. Isaac E. Holmes, 
3. Joseph A. Woodward, 7. R. Barnwell Rhett. 
4. John Campbell, 


1. Linn Boyd, 

2. Willis Green, 

3. Henry Grider, 

4. George A. Caldwell, 
5. James Stone, 


GEORGIA. 
E. J. Black, William H. Stiles, 
H. A. Haralson, 
J. H. Lumpkin, 


Howell Cobb, 


A. H. Chappell, 

(One vacancy.) 
KENTUCKY. 
6. John White, 
7. William P. Thompson, 
8. Garret Davis, 
9. Richard French, 
10. J. W. Tibbatts. 


Alexander H. Stephens. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Wis. Beco No. 1. 
TENNESSEBR. 
7. David W. Dickinson, 
James H. Peyton, 


1. Andrew Johnson, 7. 
2. William T. Senter, 8. 
. Julius W. Blackwell, 9. 

0. 


3 Cave Johnson, 
4. Alvan Cullom, 10. John B. Ashe, 
5. George W. Jones, ll. Milton Brown. 
6. Aaron V. Brown, 

OHIO. 
1. Alexander Duncan, 12. Samuel F. Vinton, 
2 John B. Weller, 13. Perley B. Johnson, 
3. Robert C: Schenck, 14. Alexander Harper, 
4. Joseph Vance, 15. Joseph Morris, 
5. Emery D. Potrer, 16. James Mathews, 
7. Joseph J. MeDowell, 17. William C. MeCauslea, 
8. John I. Vanmeter, 18. Ezra Dean, 
9. Elias Florence, 19. Daniel R. Tilden, 
10. Heman A. Moore, 20. Joshua R. Giddings, 


ll. Jacob Brinkerhoff, 21. H.R. Brinkerhoff. 


LOUISIANA. 
3. John B. Dawson, 
4. P. E. Bossier. 


INDIANA. 


1. John Slidell, 
2. Alcee Labranche, 


1. Robert Dale Owen, 6. John W. Davis, 
2. Thomas J. Henley, 7. Joseph A. Wright, 
3. Thomas Smith, 8. John Pettit, 
4. Caleb B. Smith, 9. Samuel C. Sample, 
5. William J. Brown, 10. Andrew Kennedy, 
ILLINOIS. 

1. Robert Smith, 5. Stephen A. Douglas, 
2. John A. MeClernand, 6. Joseph P. Hoge, 

| 3. Orlando B. Ficklin, 7. J. J. Hardin. 
4. John Wentworth, 


ALABAMA. 
5. George S. Houston, 
6. Reuben Chapman, 
7. Felix G. McConnell. 


~ 


. James Dellet, 
. James E. Belser, 
. Dixon H. Lewis, 
. William W. Payne, 
MISSISSIPPI. 
William H. Hammett, Jacob Thompson, 
Robert W. Roberts, Tilghman M. Tucker. 
MISSOURI. 
James M. Hughes, James B. Bowlin, 
| James H. Relfe, Johu Jameson. 
Gustavus B. Bower, 
ARKANSAS. = 
Edward Cross. 
| MICHIGAN. 
1. Robert MeCielland, 3. James B. Hunt. 
- Lucius Lyon. 
FLORIDA. 
David Levy. 


wm CO to 
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IOWA. 
Augustus C. Dodge. 
WISCONSIN. 
Henry Dodge. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. : 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 4, 1843. 


This being the day fixed by the Constitution 
| for the meeting of the first session of the Twenty- 
Eighth Congress, the Senate met, and was called 
to order at twelve o’clock, by Mr. Manevum, 
President. 

| The following Senators appeared in their seats: 
| From Maine—Mr. Evans and Mr. Fairfield. 

| New Hampshire—Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Ath- 
| erton. 

|  Vermont—Mr. Phelps and Mr. Upham. 

ee ae tes. 

Rhode Island—Mr. Sprague. 

| Connecticut—Mr. Huntington. 

| 

| 

} 








New York—Mr. Wright and Mr. Tallmadge. 
New Jersey—Mr. Dayton and Mr. Miller. 
Pennsylvania—Mr. Sturgeon and Mr. Buch- 
anan. 
Delaware—Mr. Clayton. + 
Maryland—Mr. Merrick. 
Virginia—Mr. Rives and Mr. Archer. 
| North Carolina—Mr. Mangum and Mr. Hay- 
| wood. 
Georgia—Mr. Colquitt. 
Alabama—Mr. King. 
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Tennessee—Mr. Jarnagan and Mr. Foster. 
Kentucky—Mr. Morehead and Mr. Crittenden. 
Ohio—Mr. Tappan and Mr. Allen. 
Indiana—Mr. White and Mr. Hannegan. 
Illinois—Mr. Semple and Mr. Breese. 

Missow i—Mr. Benton and Mr. Atchison. 
Arkansas—Mr. Fulton. 


The PRESIDENT presented to the Senate the | 


credentials of Hon. Cuarntes G. Arnerron, 
elected by the Legislature of New Hampshire a 


Senator from that State for six years from the |) 


4th of March last. He was qualified. 
Also, the credentials of Hon. Sipney Breese, 


elected by the Legislature of Illinois a Senator || 


from that State for six years from the 4&h of 
March last. He was qualified. 


Sr. Cram Crarke, their Clerk, who stated to 
the House that he would proceed to the call of 
|| the roll ofthe members, for the purpose of ascer- 
|| taining whether a quorum was present. 
The members from Maine having been called, 
Mr. Burke, of New Hampshire, the first mem- 
| ber called from that State, having answered to his 
name— 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed that, before the 
Clerk proceeded to the call of the members from 
New Hampshire, he would, with their permis- 
sion, take the liberty of directing their attention to 
the secend section of the apportionment act, and 
_ would respectfully inquire of them whether they 
| had been elected in conformity with the provis- 
|| ions of that act. 


Also, the credentials of Hon. James Bucwan- || [Cries of “Order!” ** Proceed with the call!’’] 
| 


an, elected by the Legislature of Pennsylvania a | 
Senator from that State for six years from the | 


4th of March last. He was qualified. 

Also, the credentials of Hon. Joun J. Crir- 
TENDEN, elected by the Legislature of Kentucky 
a Senator from that.State for six years from the 
4th of March last. He was qualified. 

Also, the credentials of Hon, W. H. Hay- 


woop, jr., elected by the Legislature of North |, 


Carolina a Senator from that State for six years 
from the 4th of March last. He was qualified. 
Also, the credentials of Hon. Sitas Wricut, 


jr., elected by the Legislature of New York a | 


Senator from that State for six years from the 
4th of March last. He was qualified. 


Mr. EVANS presented the credentials of Hon. 


Joun Fairnrieip, elected by the Legislature of 


Maine to fill the vacancy occasioned by the res- 


ignation of Hon. Ruger WituiaMs. 
ified. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the credentials 


He was quai- 


of Hon Epnraim H., Foster, elected by the Le- | 


gislature of ‘Tennessee a Senator from that State 


1845, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Hon. Fe.ix Grunpy. He was qualified. 

Also, the credentials of Hon. Spencer Jarwa- 
Gan, elected by the Legislature of Tennessee a 
Senator from that State for six years from the 
4th of March, 1841. He was qualified. 


Mr. KING presented the credentials of Hon. || 
Watrer T. Corquirt, elected by the Legislature | 
of Georgia a Senator from that State for six years || 


from the 4th of March last. He was qualified. 


* Mr. BENTON presented the certificate of Hon, | 
Davin R. Arcuison, appointed by the Governor | 
of the State of Missouri a Senator from that State | 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of | 


Hon. Lewis F’. Linn. He was qualified. 
Mr. BEN'TON presented the certificate of Hon. 


James Sempce, appointed by the Governor of II- | 
linois a Senator from that State to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Hon. Samuel McRob- 


erts. He was qualified. 


Mr. PHELPS presented the credentials of Hon. | 
Wituram Upnam, elected by the Legislature of | 
the State of Vermont a Senator from that State | 


for six years from the 4th of March last, 
qualified. 


Mr.WHITE presented the credentials of Hon. 


He was 


Epwarp A. HanneGan, elected by the Legisla- || 
ture of Indiana a Senator from that State for six | 


years from the 4th of March last. He was qualified. 
On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House that a 


quoryin of the Senate had assembled, and that the Senate || 


was ready to proceed to business. 


On motion of Mr. BATES, it was 

Resolved, That each Senator be furnished during the pres- 
ent session with three such newspapers as he may choose 
from any of the States, provided they are furnished at the 
usual rates; and that if any Senators should desire other 


than daily papers, they be furnished with them to anamount || 


not to excced the price of three daily papers. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 


ate should be twelve o'clock, until otherwise ordered. 


The CHAIR having stated that he had been || 
informed by the Secretary that the House was || 


not yet organized, 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Senate ad- || 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpa ¥, Decenber 4, 1843. 


The House of Representatives was called to 
order precisely at twelve o’clock, by MartHEew 


The CLERK stated that he had in his posses- 
sion a certificate from Mr. Burke, setting forth 
that he had been elected a member from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had most re- 
spectfully called on the members from New Hamp- 
shire themselves. They had not thought proper 

to answer his inquiry; and he would not, there- 


to this House would meet this perplexing and 
|| painful question in a spirit of moderation, and 
with a determination to support the laws and the 


Constitution of the country, without respect to | 
Without de- | 
| signing that the members elect to the House | 


|| party or personal considerations. 
| should act on this subject in its present unorgan- 


'| purpose of showing the proper mode of proceed- 


i ° ° ° ° | 
| ing in regard to it, when the proper time arrived. || 


Mr. C. having handed up a written paper, 
The CLERK stated that he did not consider 


any question in regard to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed that he did not de- 
sire to put any question in regard to the resolu- 
tion, in the present state of the House; he merely 
|| wished to have it read for the information of the 


Several members having objected to the reading 
of the paper, while cries were heard for proceed- 
ing with the call, 


was no doubt but that the question would be met 


would be decided with justice and propriety. He 
would suggest, however, to the gentleman from 
South Carolina himself, that this resolution, and 
| the mode in which he offered it, were not in that 


|| proper spirit which he himself had invoked. 


|| several States according to the sixth census,’ approved | 


j 
i 
{ 
' 


Mr. CAMPBELL then directed the Clerk to | 


send him the resolution, observing that he would 
read it himself, which, asa member of the House, 
he had a right to do. 

{Cries of ** We don’t know that!” **Go on 

with the call !’?} 

The CLERK referred to some precedent estab- 
lished at the commencement of last Congress, and 
| stated that he considered it his duty to receive 
any paper offered, but not to put any question in 
regard to it. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL observed that if there was 
|| anything in the precedents of the last Congress 
| binding on this, he held in his hand the Journals 
| of the Twenty-Sixth Congress, in which a pre- 

cedent would be found directly bearing on the 
| present case. He would nowread his resolution, 
_merely to show that he did not contemplate or 
expect any action on his tesolution, in the pres- 


/ent unorganized state of the House, except by | 
the general consent of the members elect, which, | 


it was evident, could not be obtained; but that 
le wished to read it, if for no other purpose, at 


| least to indicate to the country the course which, | 


1} ° | 
vs . | uncer the c I ces, he thought was best to 
Ordered, That the daily hour for the méeting of the Sen- | wenmaEe » he th ugh — 


be pursued. 
The reading being still objected to by several, 
| Mr. C, did not press the subject further. 


| CAMPBELL: 


Resolved, That the Representatives elect of the Congress 
of the United States now assembled, by general consent 
will proceed, through the acting Clerk, to cajithe names of 
gentlemen whose rights to seats are not disputed for want 
of complianee with the provisions of an act entitied “ An 
| act tor the apportionment of Representatives among the 


June 25, 1842; and after the names of such members elect 
are all called, and before they proceed to elect a Speaker 


fore, further delay the proceedings of the House | 
| than to express the hope that the members elect | 


ized state, he would present a resolution, for the | 


|| that he had any right to read the paper, or to put | 
from the 4th of March, 1843, to the 4th of March, | i 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL remarked that there | 


by the House with a proper spirit, and that it || 


[The following is the paper offered by Mr. | 


December 4, 


'| or other officer, they shall hear and decide upon all 
|| tials, certificates, or other claims to seats in the Yj 
Representatives, under the Constitution of the Unite; 
and the laws of the respective States. ] 
The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
eighty-nine gentlemen answered to their names 
The CLERK then said, if it was the pleasure 
of the House to proceed to the election of Speaker. 
the members would prepare their ballots. " 
Mr. BARNARD said he did not rise for the 
perros of interrupting tl > proceedings of the 
louse, or delaying its organization. He did rise 
however, for the purpose of presenting—and h¢ 
claimed the right to do it, as a member of the 
House from the State of New York—in his ow) 
mame, and in the names of a large number of 
other gentlemen, who were also Representatives 
on this floor, from various States, a brief paper 
which he would read in his place. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the gentleman from 
New York to pardon a single suggestion. Hp 
understood, when the House sanctioned the read. 
ing of the list of members, that it was the pleas. 
ure of the House to proceed to the election of , 
Speaker; and therefore it was not in order for the 
gentleman to present any paper until the House 
had completed its organization; and he submitted 
to the gentleman’s good sense whether he was 
not proceeding irregularly. 
| Mr. BARNARDsaid hisown good sense taught 
| him that he, or any other member of this House, 
had the perfect right to be heard now, when the 
| House was unorganized, or when it was organ- 
ized; but he should not now interrupt the organ- 
ization of the House but for a moment. He pro- 
| posed to read a paper which he held in his hand, 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL denied that the gen- 
tleman from New York was taking a course which 
| he had the right to take. He denied the right o 
the gentleman from New York, or any other gen- 
tleman, to read any paper in this House until it 
| was organized, but according to the rules of the 
House, and with its consent and approbation; and 
the gentleman from New York must permit him 
(Mr. I.) to say, that gentleman knew very well 
| that, during the Jast two or three years, he and 
many other gentlemen desired to say a great deal 
which, by a certain rule, they were not permitted 
'to say. As to the question which the gentleman 
| had anticipated, and which the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Campsext] called a painful 
question, he hoped they should hear a great deal 
upon it, for it was one on which they owed it to 
| the people of this country, and to the States, to 
| debate and to deliberate; but at present he sub- 
/mitted that any discussion was premature and 
irregular. He would use no harsh terms; but he 
would repeat, that it was irregular in the genile- 
'man from New York now to read any paper. If 
that gentleman had such a right, all the other gen- 
| tlemen there had the same right to read papers: 
and what would be the consequence ? Why, in 
the exercise of such a ‘ right,’’ they would inter- 
rupt the organization of the House; and would it 
| not therefore be, if not outrageous, at least pre- 
| posterous? There was no occasion for this dis- 
‘| cussion now. He could assure gentlemen the 
|| question would not be dodged. The honorable 
|| gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Campsett,) 
| they had an assurance, would present it to the 
|| House; and it must then be debated. Why, then, 
|| in this chrysalis state, between the worm and the 
|| butterfly, suggest difficulties of this kind? They 
|| were not now called for, and he protested against 
their introduction. The gentleman from, New 
|| York did not say he had a protest, as he (Mr.|.) 
thought it would be called. It was merely called 
‘* a paper;’’ and he asked by what rule or parlis- 
/ mentary law papers could be brought in to mis- 
lead and disturb them. He submitted to the good 
sense of the gentleman from New York if his 


creden 
Ollse of 


1 States 











course was not irregular and out of order. » 
Mr. BARNARD said, if the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania was authorized to occupy the ume 
‘| and attention of the House with a speech of ten 
‘| or fifteen minutes, he should like to know by what 
rule he was prevented from reading his paper. 
| He denied that there was any such rule. They 
| met there as equals; and was it come to this, that 
the freedom of speech, and their right to ope? 
their lips at all in this House, on any occasion, 
and under any circumstances, was to be ques 
tioned? He denied the right of any one to limit 
the freedom of speech; and he hoped a propet 
|| courtesy and sense of propriety, which ought 
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srevail in the House, would not be sacrificed to 
an attempt to prevent his reading the paper he 
held in his hand. He proposed to commit no 
disturbance—none whatever, They were about 
to proceed in a solemn manner; and the Clerk 
had asked the House if they were ready; and 
he, as one of the members of that House, wished 
to declare that he was not ready, until he had 
resented the paper which he held in his hand— 
Cline his solemn objection to the gentlemen from 
New Hampshire being called. He hoped, in | 


common courtesy, the House would permit him |! 


to read his paper. [Cries of * Read!’’] He was | 
commencing the reading, when 

Mr. C. JOHNSON rose, and expressed a hope | 
that the gentleman from New York would not | 
persist in his attempt to read without the appro- | 
bation of the House. 


Mr. BARNARD hoped the House would si- | 


lently atquiesce. ; 

Mr. WINTHROP said the House should 
know the contents of the paper before it was re- 
quired to act upon it; and therefore he called for 
its reading for information. 

Mr. BARNARD made a remark respecting the 

‘character of the paper, which did not reach the 
reporter’s desk. s 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said (as he was un- 
derstood) that he then had no objection. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had not, he had an objection to the 
admission of that paper. What was the gentle- 
man’s object? At what point did he expect to 
arrive? What did he intend to make? Could it 
receive the action of the House? Did the Clerk 
deem himself authorized to put the question on 
that paper? Ifthe gentleman would make those 
disclosures, he (Mr. D.) might act according to 
the gentleman’s wish; but otherwise, any action | 
upon it would be a perfectly useless consumption 
of time. 

Mr. BARNARD said the gentleman from Ohio 
would learn from the reading of the paper what 
its purport was. 

The CLERK begged respectfully to state to 
the House, that, in its present state, he should 
feel itto be his duty to put the question on grant- 
ing leave to the House, and not, in his humble 
capacity, undertake to decide a question of that 
importance. 

Mr. WINTHROP submitted, that before the 
question on granting leave was put, thev should 
have the paper read, that they might know its 
contents, The question was, whether the gen- 
tleman from New York should be allowed to 
present to the House a paper whose contents 
would be made known by its reading. He there- 
fore called for the unofficial reading of the paper, 
that they might know what it was. 

Mr. HOLMES protested against the doctrine 


that the Clerk, as their presiding officer, could | 
If he (Mr. H.) | 


put no question to the House. 
should move that in the choice of Speaker they 
vote either by ballot or viva voce, the Clerk could 
put it, and the House would be bound to receive 


it. If there was anything objectionable, let them | 


go on and vote it down; and if it was a reserva- 
uon of the rights of a minority, let them respect 
them. Having a giant’s strength, let them use it 
like a giant. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved that the gen- 


tleman be conceded the usual courtesy, and that 


the consent of the House be given him to pro- i 


ceed, 


Mr. WISE wished to know, if that leave was | 
given, whether the paper would then be entered | 


on their preliminary minutes in the Journal of 
the House ? 

_The CLERK replied that it would, under such 
circumstances, be embodied in the minutes. 

Mr, WISE said he objected to its going on the 
Journal, and that objection would overrule his 
one to accommodate the gentleman from New 

ork, 

The Clerk put the question on granting leave, 
and it was determined in the negative; there being 
59 in the affirmative, and 124 in the negative. 

Mr. BARNARD said he should not make any 
further attempt to read the paper; but he wished 
it to be understood that the paper was nothing 
More nor less than a solemn deelaration, on the 
part of some of the members of the House, of 
their ona of the utter illegality and unconsti- 
tutionality of proceeding to the election of a 
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/answered to their names from the States of New 
Hampshire, Georgia, Mississippi, and Missouri. 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


The CLERK next reminded the House that, as 
no rules had yet been adopted, there was no form 
prescribed for the election of the Speaker. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the election be 
made viva voce, and the motion was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Messrs. Campsex., Hopkins, and Vance,were 
appointed tellers to take the vote; and tliat hav- 
ing been done, they reported, by Mr. Hopkins, 
that the whole number of votes was 188; neces- 
sary to a choice, 95; of which— 


} Mr. John W. Jones received .......ccee cseees cone 1Q8 
DET, SOT VE i oc cthcocbssedecds ecances atl abe denn sn 
Mr. William Wilkins......... poaseeeess cs. a 





The following is the vote in detail: 

For John W. Jones-——-Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, At 
kinson, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, J. Black, J. A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, J. Brink- 
erhoff, Brodhead, A. V. Brown, W. J. Brown, Burke, Cald 
well, Campbell, J. E. Cary, Catlin, A. A. Chapman, Clin- 
ton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, R. D. Davis, J. W. 
Davis, Dean, Dillingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duneas, 
Duflap, Eliis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Gil- 
mer, B. Green, Hale, Hamlin, Waralson, Hays, Henley, Her- 

| rick, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
Hungerford, Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, Jameson, C. Johnson, 
A. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kennedy, P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, MeCauslen, Maclay, 
| McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
| Mathews, Moore, J. Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pettit, E. D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rath- 


| bun, A. H. Read, D. 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, | 


Robinson, Russell, St. John, Saunders, T. H. Seymour, D. 
L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, J. T. Smith, 'T’. 
Smith, R. Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, J. Stewart, Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weiler, Went 


Wright, and Yost—128. 


Collamer, Cranston, G. Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Fish, 
Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings,W.Green, Grinnell, Grider, 


;} and W. Wright—59. e 

For William Wilkins—Mr. Nes—1. 

Mr. J. W. Jones was, therefore, declared duly 

'elected, and was conducted to the chair by 
Messrs. Apams and Cotes. 


|| Mr. LEWIS was appointed to administer the 
|| oath to the Speaker elect, and that having been 


done, 


as follows: 


upon’me, with an assurance, on my part, that I 


upon your indulgence, and to ask your aid. 


| duty to act. 


members. 


acts rendered necessary to be performed by us 


avoid error wherever it may be found to exist 
‘while both duty and patriotism will call into ac 
_tion our warmest energies to promote the bes 


worth, Wheaton, Williams, Wilkins, Wise, Woodward, | 


For John White—Messrs. Adams, Barringer, Barnard, M. | 
Brown, Buffington, Carroll, Chappell, Chilton, Clingman, | 


Hardin, Harper, Hudson, W. Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, Irvin, | 
Jenks, P. B. Johnson, D. P. King, Me[lvaine, Marsh, E. J. | 
Morris, Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, E. | 
|| R. Potter, Ramsey, Rayner, C. M. Reed, Rodney, Rogers, | 
| Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, A. Smith, Thomas- | 
| son, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Winthrop, 


The SPEAKER addressed the House in ac- | 


knowledgment of the honor conferred upon him, 


| Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: Called | 
| to preside over your deliberations, I return to | 
| you, gentlemen, my sincere thanks for this proof 
of your confidence, and for the honor conferred | 


shall endeavor faithfully to discharge the duties || 
of the station which has been assigned to me; and 
|| in undertaking to do this, inexperienced as | am 
in much that relates to this, which, to me, is a 
new and untried station, I cannot but feel that I 
shall very often have occasion to throw myself | 


The history of parliamentary proceedings in 
all countries proves the necessity of adopting 
| rules for the government of every deliberative as- 
sembly. They are rendered necessary not only 
| to aid in the dispatch of business, but to shield | 

minorities from the encroachments of power, and 

to protect from unnecessary and wanton violence | 

the feelings of those with whom it may be our 
Such rules as it may be your pleas- 
ure to adopt, it will become my duty to execute 
|| —a duty that I shall constantly labor to perform 
with strict impartiality, with due regard for the 
rights, and proper respect for the feelings, of 


As the representatives of a free people, it would 
I pie, 
be presumptuous in me to attempt to impress upon 
}2@P P k P 
| you the just responsibility which belongs to the 
| representative character, or to point you to those | 


which lie so plainly in the path of ourduty. The 
experience of the past will, I trust, enable us to 


3 


| Speaker with the aid of certain persons who had '! bond, I could hope, of perpetual union, with the 


highest interests ef a nation of freemen committed 

to our charge, may not the hope be indulged that 

we may all enter upon the discharge of our du- 
| ties in a spirit of kindness and harmony, of con- 
| ciliation, forbearance, and mutual r spect foreach 
other? Always remembering that we have pas- 
sions to control, duties to perform, and our coun- 
try to serve 

Confidently relying, gentlemen, upon your eo- 
operation and Support to sustain me in my eliorts 
to enforce the rules, and to preserve order and de- 
corum in debate, | enter upon the discharge of the 
responsible duties which it has been your pleasure 
to assign me. 

The members were then sworn in, and after- 
wards some others who arrived at a later hour of 

the day, as follows: 
| From Maine—Messrs. Joshua]. Herrick, Rob 
ert P. Dunlap, Luther Severance, and Hannibal 
| Hamlin. 

From New Hampshive—-Messrs, Edmund Burke, 
John R. Reding, Moses Norris, and John P. 
Hale. 

From Muassachuse!tsMessrs. Robert C. Win- 
throp, Daniel P. King, William Parmenter, 
Charles Hudson, John Quincy Adams, Henry 
Williams, and Joseph Grinnell. 

| From Rhode Island—Messrs. Henry Y. Cran- 
| ston and Elisha R. Potter. 

| From Connecticut—Messrs. Thomas H. Sey- 
| mour, John Stewart, George S. Catlin, and Samuel 
| Simons, 

From Vermont—Messrs. Solomon Foot, Jacob 
Collamer, George P. Marsh, and Paul Diiling- 
ham. 

From New York—Messrs. Selah B. Strong, 
Henry C. Murphy, J. Philips Phanix, William 
B. Maclay, Moses G. Leonard, Hamilton Fish, 
Joseph H. Anderson, Richard D. Davis, James 
|G. Clinton, Jeremiah Russell, Zadock Pratt, 
David L. Seymour, Daniel D. Barnard, Charles 
Rogers, Lemuel Stetson ,Chesselden Ellis, Charles 
S. Benton, Preston King, Orville Hungerford, 
Samuel Beardsley, Jeremiah E. Cary, Smith M. 
Purdy, Orville Robinson, Horace Wheaton, 
|| George Rathbun, Amasa Dana, Byram Green, 
‘| Thomas J. Patterson, Charles H1. Carroll, Wil- 
liam S. Hubbeil, Asher Tyler, William A. Mose- 
ley, Albert Smith, and Washington Hunt. 

From Néw Jersey—Messrs. LuciusQ.C, Elmer, 
George Sykes, Isaac G. Farlee, Litueton Kirk- 
patrick, and William Wright. 

From Pennsylvania—Messrs. Edward J.. Mor- 
ris, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Johu T. Smith, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jacob S. Yost, Michael H. Jenks, 
Abraham R. Mellvaine, Jeremiah Brown, John 
Ritter, Richard Brodhead, jr., Benjamin A. Bid- 
lack, Almon A. Read, Henry Frick, Alexander 
Ramsey, Henry Nes, James Black, James Irvin, 
| Henry D. Foster, John Dickey, William Wilk- 
ins, Samuel Hays, Charles M. Reed, and Joseph 
| Buffington. 
| From Delaware—Mr. George B. Rodney. 


‘ 





} 


From Virginia—Messrs. Archibald Atkinson, 
George C. Dromgoole, Walter Coles, Edmund 
W. Hubard, Thomas W. Gilmer, John W. 
Jones, Henry A. Wise, Willoughby Newton, 
| Samuel Chilton, William Lucas, William Taylor, 
| Augustus A, Chapman, George W. Hopkins, 
and Lewis Steenrod. 

From North Carolina—Messrs. Thomas L. 
Clingman, Daniel M. Barringer, David S. Reid, 
Edmund Deberry, Romulus M, Saunders, James 
J. McKay, John R. J. Daniel, Archibald H. Ar- 
rington, and Kenneth Rayner. 
| From South Carolina—Messrs. J. A. Black, 
Richard F. Simpson, Joseph A. Woodward, John 
Campbell, Isaac E. Holmes, and R. Barnwell 

Rhett. 
| From Georgia—Messrs. Hugh A. Haralson, 
| Absalom H. Chappell, and Howell Cobb. 

From Kentucky—Messrs. Linn Boyd, Willis 
| Green, George A. Caldwell, James Stone, John 
| White, William P. Thomasson, Garrett Davis, 
| Richard French, and John W. Tibbatis. 

From Tennessee—Messrs. Andrew Johnson, 
, | William T. Senter, Julius W. Blackwell, Alvan 
, Cullom, George W. Jones, Aaron V. Brown, 
Joseph H. Peyton, Cave Johnson, and Milton 
; | Brown. 

-,| From Ohio—Messrs, Alexander Duncan, John 
t | B. Weller, Robert C. Schenck, Joseph Vance, 


, interests of our common country. Bound in a || Emery D. Potter, Henry St. John, Joseph ge 
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McDowell, John J. Vanmeter, Elias Florence, He- 
man Allen Moore, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Alexander || 
Harper, Perley B. Johnson, Samuel F. Vinton, | 
Joseph Morris, James Matthews, William C. | 
McCauslen, Ezra Dean, Danie! R. Tilden, and | 
Joshua R. Giddings. 
From Louisiana—Messrs. John Slidell, Alcee | 
Labranche, and Peter E. Bossier. 
‘rom Indiana—Messrs. Robert Dale Owen, | 
Thomas J. Henley, Thomas Smith, William J. 
Brown, John W. Davis, Joseph A. Wright, John | 
Peuit, Samuel C. Sample, and Auahooer Kennedy. | 
| 





From Mississippi—Mr. Jacob Thompson. 

From Illinois—Messrs. Robert Smith, John A. | 
McClernand, Orlando B. Ficklin, John Went- 
worth, Stephen A. Douglas, Joseph P. Hoge, and | 
John J. Hardin. 

From Alabama—Messrs. James Dellet, James | 
E. Belser, Dixon H. Lewis, William W. Payne, | 
George 8S. Houston, and Felix G. McConnell. | 

From Missouri— Messrs. John Jameson, Gus- | 
tavus M. Bower, James B. Bowlin, James H. | 
Relfe, and James M. Hughes. 

From Arkansas—Mr. Edward Cross. | 

From Michigan—Messrs. Robert McClelland 
and James B. Hunt. 

Delegate from Florida—Mr. David Levy. 

Delegate from Wisconsin—Mr. Henry Dodge. | 

Delegate from Iowa—Mr. Augustus C. Dodge. | 

| 
| 
| 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, stating 
that.a quorum of that body had assembled, and | 
were ready to proceed to business. ' || 


MEMBERS SWORN IN. 


The SPEAKER then said that the members of || 
the House would be called by States in order to | 
be sworn; which was accordingly done. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that as the 
members were desirous of hearing the message, 
a committee should be appointed to wait on the 
President, and inform him that a quorum of the | 
two Houses had assembled, and were ready to 
receive any communication he might be pleased | 
to make. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
that it would be proper first to send a message to | 
the Senate to inform that body that the House | 
was organized and ready to proceed to business. || 

Mr. DROMGOOLE offered a resolution, adopt- 
ing the standing rules of the last House of Repre- 
sentatives as the rules and order of proceeding 
for this. 

Mr. ADAMS offered to amend the resolution, 
by excepting the 2lst rule, which excludes the 
reception of abolition petitions. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew his resolution, || 
and offered the following; which was considered, | 
and adopted: 


| 


Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, to in- 
form that body that a quorum of the House of Represent- 
atives have assembled, and have elected Joun W. Jones, | 
of Virginia, their Speaker, and are ready to proceed to bus- 
ness, 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 
resolution; which was considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
and to waiton the President of the United States and in- 
form him thata quorum of the two Houses of Congress have 
assembied. and are ready to receive any communication 
that he may be pleased to make. 


STANDING RULES. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE then renewed his resolu- 


tion as follows: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of the last 
House of Representatives be adopted as the rules and or- 
ders of proceeding of this. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if there was not a rule 
of the last House which limited the speeches of 
members to one hour? ; 

The SPEAKER replied that there was. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia by excepting 
that rule. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the anendment 
by excepting the 2/st rule. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE accepted the amendment 


of the gentleman from Ohio as a modification of || 


his resolution. 


|| cussion. 


| deal of valuable information had been spread over 


| W.J. Brown, J. Brown, Buffinton, Caldwell, J. E. Cary, 
, dings, Gilmer, W. Green, Grinnell, Grider, Haralson, Har- 


| vaine, Marsh, E. J. Morris, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Pey- 


| Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, J, A. Black, Bower, 





to strike out the modification of the gentleman 
from Ohio, so as to retain the one-hour rule. He 
looked upon it as one of the best of all the acts of 


ished, 

Mr. DUNCAN was not disposed at this mo- 
ment to enter into any discussion as to the pro- 
puny or impropriety of this rule; but he would 
merely observe, that, considering the great and 
important questions that must come before the 


| House—questions in which the country had a 


deep interest—it would be impossible for mem- 


| bers to discuss them as they deserved within the 


limits of one hour. We come here {said he) as 


| Representatives, to speak on the great questions 


in which the honor and interests of the country 
are involved; and we cannot do justice to them, 
or to the country, if the freedom of debate is re- 
stricted. Complaints, it was true, had been made 
of the length of time consumed in debate; but he 
knew of no instance in which the interests of the 
country had suffered by the most protracted dis- 
Allthese long speeches were read with 
avidity by the people; and by their means a great 


the country. The country expected discussion 
on all these important questions, and ample time 
should be allowed’ for it. He disliked, also, the 
imposition of a gag law on the minority of this 
or any other body. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked for the yeas and 
nays on his amendment, which were ordered; 
and the question being taken, resulted—yeas 96, 
nays 92; as follows: 


YEAS—Messts. Barringer, Bidlack, J. Black, Blackwell, 
Bossier, J. Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, A. V. Brown, M. Brown, 


Carroll, A. A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman, Coles, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Cross, Cullom, Dana, G. Davis, Dellet, 
Dickey, Ellis, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, Gid- 


din, Harper, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbell, W. Hunt, 
J. B. Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jewks, C. Johnson, P. B. 
Johnson, P. King, D. P. King, Labranche, Leonard, Mcl]- 


ton, Phenix, Pratt, Ramsey, Rayner, C. M. Reed, Robinson, 
Rodney, Rogers, Russell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, D. L. 
Seymour, Simons, Slidell, A. Smith, Stetson, Thomasson, 
Thompson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wel- 
ler, Wheaton, White, Wilkins, Winthrop, Woodward, W. 
Wright. J. A. Wright, and Yost—96. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, 


Bowlin. Boyd, Burke, Campbell, Catlin, Chappell, Clinton, 


| Cobb, R. D. Davis, J. W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dilling- 


ham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Elmer, Fick- 
lin, Foster, French, Hale, Hamlin, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, 
Hubard, Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, C. J. Ingersoll, Jam- 
eson, A. Johnson, G, W. Jones, Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, 
Lewis, Lucas, McCauslen, Mactay, MeClelland, McCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Moore, 


| J. Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 


Payne, Pettit, E. R. Potter, E. D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, 


| A. H. Read, D. 8S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, St. 


John, Saunders, T. H. Seymour, Simpson, J.T. Smith, T. 


| Smith, R. Smith, Steenrod, J. Stewart, Stone, Strong, 


Sykes, Taylor, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Williams, and Wise 
92 
‘ 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WISE offered further to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the latter clause of the 131st 
rule, in the following words: 

* And also of providing for the discharge of the commit- 
tee from the consideration of any bill referred to it, after 
acting without debate on all amendments pending, and that 
may be offered. 

Mr. W.., after some observations in opposition 
to this and other restrictions on the freedom of 
debate, expressed the hope that his colleague [Mr. 
Dromcoo.e] would accept this amendment as a 
modification of his motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE declined accepting it, and 
suggested that it would be better to adopt the 
rules of proceedings of the last House, so as to 
proceed with business. 
modifications, then, as experience suggested, 
could be made, at the pleasure of the majority. 

The SPEAKER stated that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had the pre- 


, cedence. 


Mr. ADAMS, after some remarks, called for 
the yeas and nays on his motion; which, having 
been ordered, resulted—yeas 91, nays 95; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Barnard, Beardsley, 
Benton, W. J. Brown, J. Brown, Buffington, J. E. Cary, 
Carroll, Catlin, Clingman, Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana, R. D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham,*Dunlap, 
Ellis, Elmer. Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, Gri.- 
nel, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hub- 


|| beli, Hudson, Hungerford, W. Hunt, J. B. Hunt, J.R. \nger- 
Mr. C. JOHNSON then offered an amendment, ‘| soll, Irvin, Jenks, P. B. Johnson, Kennedy, D 


. P. King, 





the last Congress, and should regret to see it abol- 


a SS ne 


Such alterations and | 
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| Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Maclay, McClelland, McDowej 
| Melivaine, Marsh, E.J. Morris, J. Morris, Moseley, ome 
Parmenter, Patterson, Pettit, Phoenix, E. R. Pouer, p D 
Potter, Ramsey, Rathbun, C. M. Reed, Robinson, Rodney 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, T. H. Seymour, D. L. Seymour 
| Simons, A. Smith, J.T. Smith, T. Smith, Stetson, J; Stew’ 
art, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vintop 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, W. Wright, aag J’ 
A. Wright—91. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Barringer, Belsor 

| Bidlack, J. Black, J. A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower 
| Bowlin, Boyd, J. Brinkerboff, Brodhead, A. V. Brown, yy 
| Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Campbell, A. A. Chapman, Chap 
| pell, Chilton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, G. Dayj, 
| J. W. Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Douglas, Dromgoole, Farloe’ 
| Ficklin, French, Gilmer, W. Green, Grider, Haralson’ 
| Hays, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hugies’ 
| C. J. Ingersoll, Jameson, C. Johnson, A. Johnson, G. Ww’ 
| Jones, P. King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Me. 
| Causlen, McClernand, McConnell, MeKay, Moore, Myr. 
| phy, Newton, Norris, Payne, Peyton, Pratt, Rayner, b. 3. 
| Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, St. John, Saup. 
| ders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, R. Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, 
Stone, Strong, Taylor, ‘Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts. 
es Wentworth, Wilkins, Wise, WoodWood, anj 

Fost—95. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WISE then renewed his amendment; and 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend it, by striking 
out also the first part of the clause, which allowed 
a majority of the House to suspend the rules at 
| any time, for the purpose of going into Commit. 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. WISE having accepted the amendment of 
| Mr. Apams, as a modification of his amendment, 
it was read as follows: 

Strike out from the 131st rule the following clause : 

* But the House may at any time, by a vote of a majority 
of the members present, suspend the rules and orders for 
the purpose of going into the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union; and, also, of providing for the dis. 
charge of the committee from the consideration of any bill 
referred to it, after acting, without debate, on all amend- 
| ments pending, and that may be offered.”’ 

Mr. WISE said he would accept the modifica- 
| tion proposed by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts; but, inasmuch as many gentlemen might 
| desire that a majority should have the privilege 
of going into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, while they might not desire 
that they should have the power of putting an 
end to the debate, he would ask for a division of 
| the question. 
Mr. HOPKINS said he had had some little 
| experience in matters of this kind, and he had 
| seen the inconvenience resulting from requiring a 
| vote of two thirds in order to put an end to de- 
bate, while a mere majority is held responsible to 
the country for any misapplication of time. Ifa 
| majority be responsible for the proper conduct of 
the business of the House, a majority should also 
have the right to determine when to go into com- 
| mittee, and when to discharge a committee from 
| the consideration of a subject. Unless this were 
| the case, it would be in the power of one third of 
the House to keep any subject in the Committee 
| of the Wholeas long as they pleased. He thought 
| the rule a good one; they had got along very well 
| with it hitherto, and he hoped it would be re- 
tained. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he had had some ex- 
perierice as to the operation of this rule, and he 
was convinced that much convenience resulted 
|| from it. ‘They were compelled in the Committee 
of the Whole to sit and listen as long as any 
member felt inclined to continue the debate, in 
order to gratify his desire for speaking. There 
_ could be no reasonable objection against allowing 
|; 8 majority to determine when to go into the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
_ but, on the contrary, if every man were permitted 
| to speak as long as he chose upon every subject, 
there would be no end to debate. 

Mr. RHETT observed that the matter had 
| turned out much as he feared it would. A major- 
ity having power would be always in favor of 
| using it. When in the Jast Congress the party 
| opposed to us, having power in that House, 
| thought proper to pass this rule, in his opinion 
| it was the very worst act which they carried into 
effect, because it was introducing into the Con- 
tress of the United States the arbitrary principle 
| of allowing a majority to dominate, without re- 
| garding at all the rights of the minority. If what 
| was said in that House simply concerned them- 
| selves, it would be asmall matter. But it must be 
recollected that each member on that floor stood 
| there as the representative of the interest of sev- 

enty thousand people. And it certainly did ap- 

pear to him that a due regard to the freedom of 
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debate should prompt them to remove all unne- | were assembled to represent the interests of their RESOLUTIONS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
cessary restriction. Had this not been the prac- common country, two thousand miles in extent Mr. WOODBURY presented resolutions adopt- 
tice of our ancestors, we would hardly be stand- | —living at an immense distance, and unknown 


ed by the Legislature of New Hampshire, in- 
structing Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives from that State, to vete for the uncon- 
ditional refunding of the fine imposed on Major 
General Andrew Jackson, by ales Hall, of Lou- 
isiana, in 1815. On Mr. W.’s motion, they were 


ing here this day. The freedom of debate and to each other previous to that meeting. It was 

the liberty of the press were regarded as inviola- highly necessary that the fullest and freest inter- 

ble rights by even our British ancestors—the An- change of. thought should take place. He had | 
Jo-Saxons themselves. The gentleman from | voted against the adoption of this rule originally, 

Tennessee says it is impossible thatthe business _ because he did not consider it right to limit dis- 

of this House can be transacted unless this rule | cussion. The House, he thought, was governed || ordered to lie on the table for the present, and 

be adopted. I would ask him, has he ever, in | too much. There was no necessity for sucha | jo printed. a 

his reading of English history, met with such a ) black code as they had enacted for their own |, 

rule as that? In all the struggles for right and | government. They had already one hundred and | STANDING COMMITTEES. r 

for power, even in a monarchy, freedom of de- | forty-fiye rules, and would probably, in a short On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 

pate has been maintained; and here—in the Con- | time, have as many more, and then half their Resolved, That the 24th joint rule be dispensed with, so 

| as to authorize the President to appoint the standing com- 


ress of the United States—we have gone on from | time would be taken up in suspending them. 


revolutionary time until the last Congress; and Mr. WISE made some remarks in reply to | mittees of the Senate for the present session. 

when was it found necessary to resort to a rule | Mr. Hopxins, and in favor of the amendment, NOTICE OF A BILL. 

of this kind? Never. It never was proposed | The question was then taken, and‘ carried in Mr. MERRICK sae 

by a De cratic Congress. It was reserved for || the affirmative without a division. ame. 5 gave notice that he would, at 


those wh@are opposed to us, to propose its adop- Mr. WISE then moved a further amendment, ype: day practicable, ask leave to bring in 
tion. He knew that it was hard for them, hav- | providing that the rules and orders of the Twen- U m a Si, uce “Al ee at tae 4 —— in the 
ing tasted power, to surrender it—like the blood- | ty-Seventh Congress be adopted, until a commit- || © nite c on so, a bill for the better regula- 
7 tee of nine should report a revision of them, and tion of the transportation of the mails of the 
adopted for a temporary purpose, must now, he | said report be disposed of. United States. 
supposed, be perpetuated. When the measure || Mr. C, J. INGERSOLL gave notice that he PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
was first adopted, he opposed it, and he would | would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for Mr. PHELPS. from the joint committee an 
oppose it still. He stood there to fulfill the word | the benefit of General Andrew Jackson. . al ‘ ie f tl gy aia ; p- 
tae d he would say to his Dem- : ‘ pointe on the part Oo the enate to wait on the 
he had then peers on y On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was President and inform him that Congress were 
ocratic friends, if they now have power, let them Resolved, That the House will in future meet at twelve || ready to proceed to business, and to receive from 
use it for the benefit of the people; and let it not | o¢jock until further ordered. ‘| him any communication he might be pleased to 


be me — _ See mene ae | The House then adjourned. make, stated that the committee had performed 
been adopted by their opponents, and ha en || Lee oe te that service, and received for answer from the 


perpetuated by themselves. | President, that he would make his ususal com- 
What was the evil which the gentleman com- } : 


' 


IN SENATE. 


! z | munication, in writing, to both Houses son- 
plained of ? ae Gag roe oe there oe Tvespay, December 5, 1843. stenh iaeaetiatals. Pediat = ses of Con 
eiebaceniammnlanen na soanen tli Senbiag The following Senators, in addition to those | p A eee a? ihe United ee ree ee ee 
consideration of a few thousand dollars, more or | who were announced yesterday, appeared in their | jouw Ty a hi rod os 8S, »y : if 1ands o 
less, to be permitted to interfere with the freedom | 8€ats to-day: , {| ° clock : “ae JF» os - th ‘ rh . ate Pere = 
of debate? Did gentlemen believe that the time | _ Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas; Mr. Bavarp, of | ° “l0ck: re 3s i a ah tard 
would never come when tyranny would place its || Delaware; Mr. McDerrie, of South Carolina; | To the Senate and ity 
foot upon that floor, and exert its iron rule even | M r. Porter, of Michigan; and Mr. Berrien, of House of Representatives of the United States: 
within these walls? They might be mistaken, || Georgia. || Ifany people ever had cause to renderup thanks 
The gentleman from Tennessee had told them || MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | to the Supreme Being for parental care and pro- 


that they had a right to rule, and that they would 
rule after this fashion; but was it to be tolerated 
among a free people? Would our ancestors ever | 


tection extended to them in all the trials and dif- 
ficulties to which they have been from time to 
time exposed, we certainly are that people, From 
the first settlement of our forefathers on this con- 
tinent; through the dangers attendant upon the 
| occupation of a savage wilderness; through along 
period of colonial dependence; through the war of 
|| the Revolution; in the wisdom which led to the 
adoption of the existing republican forms of gov- 
ernment; in the hazards incident to a war subse- 
quently waged with one of the most powerful 
nations of the earth; in the increase of our popu- 
lation; in the spread of the arts and sciences, and 
| in the strength and durability conferred on polit- 
| ical institutions emanating from the people, and 
sustained by their will, the superintendence of an 
overruling Providence has been plainly visible. 
|| As preparatory, therefore, to entering once more 


A message was received from the House of 
| : ~ 
Representatives, by Marruew Sr. Crain Ciarke, 


Trak Satie fs h? || their Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
have proposed to abrogate the freedom of speech | had organized by the election of the Hon. Joun 
Sir, | have already spoken longer than I at first | yy, Jones, of Virginia, Speaker, and that they | 
intended. I trust this Congress will not consent |) \ 416 ready to proceed to business. Also, that 
to carry out this arbitrary measure, and inflictan they had, undera resolution adopted for that pur- 
injustice upon their opponents, because their op- pose, appointed Messrs. C. J. Incersoi., Wise, 
ponents first inflicted it upon them. He hoped || ang ‘Tuompson, a committee on their part, to join 
they would adopt a nobler policy, and permit all . 


; such committee as might be appointed on the 
debate which occurred in that House to be un- art of the Senate, to wait on the President of the | 


shackled, and that they would meet all questions |, nited States, and inform him that a quorum of | 
ina bold, candid, and fearless spirit. c 


. ; | the two Houses of Congress had assembled and | 
a ee desired se organized for business, and were ready to receive | 
eae mee ad - aaa ques "Th ° . , * || any communications he might be pleased to make 
oa mn all. o ee a d Vrorey-f en : pa to them; and the House asked the concurrence 
sean eee tna red and forty-lve rules; anc’ || of the Senate in the resolution for the appoint- 
it was within his own recollection when eight or ; ‘ 
: || ment of the joint committee. . a 
ten comprised all that were necessary, and when | upon the high duties of legislation, it becomes us 
the previous question was scarcely demanded |) CREDENTIALS humbly to acknowledge our dependence = 
once in a year; when, in fact, it was never re- || The PRESIDENT presented the credentials Him as our Guide and Protector, and to implore 
sorted to until there had been some outrageous | of Hon. Amsnose H. Sevier, elected by the Le- | &@ continuance of His parental watchfulness over 
abuse of the freedom of debate. Restraint al- , gislature of Arkansas a Senator from that State || our-beloved country. We have new cause for the 
ways begets a necessity for further restriction. | for siX years from and after the 4th day of March expression of our gratitude in the preservation of 
| 
| 
| 





Every increase of power creates a necessity fora | Jast. Le was qualified. the health of our fellow-citizens, with some partial 
further inerease; and though they had not a dic- Also, the credentials of Hon. Georer Mce-| and local exceptions, during the past season; for 
tator, physically or de facto, yet they had what | Durrir, elected by the Legislature of South Car- the abundance with which the earth has yielded 
was tantamount, in having that which acted as |! olina a Senator from that State for six years from || UP Its fruits to the labors of the husbandman; for 
arbitrarily by a moral force. What was the dif-| and after the 4th day of March last. He. was the renewed activity which has been imparted to 
ference between being coerced by a resolution, | qualified. || commerce; for the revival of trade in all its de- 
and being coerced by arbitrary power? He had} ~ Mr. PHELPS moved that the Senate concur || partments; for the increased rewards attendant 
felt the force of both kinds of coercion, and he | jn the message of the House for the appointment || 00 the exercise of the mechanic arts; for the con- 
thought the time would yet come when they | of a committee to wait on the President of the | tinued growth of ee the — 
would be obliged to recur to first principles. One | United States; and that the President appoint two reviving prosperity of the whole country. I shall 
party, having power to-day, abuses it; the other |, Senators a committee on the part of the Senate } be permitted to exchange congratulations with 

' 

tt 


party comes in, and attempts to make permanent | for that purpose. you, gentlemen of the two Houses of Congress, 
the very acts which led to theirdestruction. Was | The questions were put and agreed to. on these auspicious circumstances, and to assure 
such the course which should characterize a rep-| The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Pueps, of |) you, in advance, of my ready disposition to con- 
resentative assembly under a republican form of | Vermont, and Mr. Kixe, of Alabama, the said | cur with you in the adoption of all such measures 
government? Those who come here should not | committee; who retired for the purpose indicated. || a8 shall be calculated to increase the happiness of 
come to represent themselves, but as trustees to | || our constituents, and to advance the glory of our 
represent the rights of others. And they had | JOINT RULES. | common country. 

better not infringe upon the freedom of discus-|| Mr. TAPPAN submitted a resolution so to|| Since the last adjournment of Congress, the 
sion, for the policy of the thing alone. This rule || amend the joint rules of the two Houses, as to || Executive has relaxed no effort to render inde- 
never had answered a good purpose, and it never | authorize the appointment of a joint committee || structible the relations of amity which so happily 
would. He hoped, also, that very many of them || to superintend and direct the disbursement of the | exist between the United States and other coun- 
would be very considerably modified. They |, fund appropriated for the purchase of books for || tries The treaty lately concluded with Great 
came there as much for the purpose of speaking || the use of the Library of Congress, and for other || Britain has tended greatly to inscrease the good 
a8 of acting; and he contended that as much good || purposes. It lies on the table one day under the || understanding which a ee of interest is 
was done by speaking as by anything else. They |! rule. ‘| calculated to encourage, and it is most ardently 


} 
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ported from the other, than on the same articles | States, should have so far anticipated the resy}, 
imported from any other place. In 1836, rough || of such discussion as to have announced its do. 
_rice, by actof Parliament, was admitted from the || termination to visit any such anticipated decision e! 
_ coast of Africa into Great Britain on the payment | by a formal declaration of war against the United it 
of a duty of one penny a quarter, while the same || States. If designed to prevent Congress from a 
_ article from all other countries, including the Uni- || introducing that question as a fit subject for jtg ct 
ted States, was subjected to the payment of aduty || calm deliberation and final judgment, the Exeey. a 

_ of twenty shillings a quarter. Our Minister at || tive has no reason to doubt that it will entire) 
fail of its object. The representatives of a braye w 


to be hoped that nothing may transpire to inter- ;| 
rupt the relations of amity which itis so obviously 
the policy of both nations to cultivate. 
A question of much importance still remains to 
be adjusted betweenthem. The territorial limits 
of the two countries in relation to what is com- 
monly known as the Oregon Territory, still re- 
main in dispute. The United States would be at 
all times indisposed to aggrandize themselves at 
the expense of any other nation, but while they 
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would be restrained by principles of honor, which 
shoulf govern the conduct of nations as well as 
that of individuals, from setting up a demand for 
territory which does not belong to them, they 
would as unwillingly consent to a surrender of 
their rights. After the most rigid, and, as far as 
practicable, unbiased examinauon of the subject, 
the United States have always contended that 
their rights appertain to the entire region of coun- 
try lying on the Pacific, and embraced within 420 
and 54° 40° of north latitude. This claim being 
controverted by Great Britain, those who have 
preceded the present Executive—actuated, no 
doubt, by an earnest desire to adjust the matter 
upon terms mutually satisfactory to both coun- 
tries—have caused to be submitted to the British 
Government propositions for settlement and final 
adjustment, which, however, have not proved 


heretofore acceptable to it. Our Minister at Lon- | 


don has, under instructions, again brought the 
subject to the consideration of that Government; 
and while nothing will be ddne to compromit the 
rights or honor of the United States, every prop- 
er expedient will be resorted to, in order to bring 
the negotiation now in the progress of resumption 
to aspeedy and happy termination. In the mean 
time it is proper to remark, that many of our cit- 


izensare either already established inthe territory, | 


or are on their way thither for the purpose of 
forming permanent settlements, while others are 
preparing to follow; and in view of these facts, I 
must repeat the recommendation contained in pre- 
vious messages, for the establishment of military 
posts, at such places on the line of travel as will 
furnish security and protection to our hardy ad- 
venturers against hostile tribes of Indians inhab- 
iting those extensive regions. Our laws should 
also follow them, so modified as the circumstan- 
ces of the case may seem to require. Under the 
influence of our free system of government, new 
republics are destined to spring up, at no distant 
day, on the shores of the Pacific, similar in poli- 
cy and in feeling to those existing on this side of 
the Rocky mountains, and giving a wider and 
more extensive spread to the principles of civil 
and religious liberty. 

lam happy to inform you that the cases which 
have arisen, trom time to time, of the detention 
of American vessels by British cruisers on the 
coast of Africa, under pretense of being engaged 
in the slave trade, have been placed in a fair train 
of adjustment. In the case of William and Fran- 
cis, full satisfaction will be allowed. In the cases 
of the Tygris and Scamew, the British Govern- 
ment admits that satisfaction is due. In the case 
of the Jones, the sum accruing from the sale of 
that vessel and cargo will be paid to the owners, 
while I cannot but flatter myself that full indem- 
nification will be allowed for all damages sus- 
tained by the detention of the vessel; and in the 


has expressed its determination to make indem- 
nification. Strong hopes are therefore entertained 
that most, if notall of these cases, will be speedily 
adjusted. No new cases have arisen since the 
ratification of the treaty of Washington; and itis 
confidently anticipated that the slave trade, under 
the operation of the eighth article of that treaty, 
will be altogether suppressed. 

The occasional interruption experienced by our 
fellow-citizens engaged in the fisheries on the 
neighboring coast of Nova Scotia has not failed 
to claim the attention of the Executive.’ Repre- 
sentations upon this subject have been made; but, 
as yet, no definitive answer to those representa- 
tions has been received from the British Govern- 
ment, 

Two other subjects of comparatively minor im- 
portance, but nevertheless of too much conse- 
sequence to be neglected, remain still to be ad- 
justed between the two countries, By the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain of 
July, 1815, it is provided that no higher duties 
shall be levied in either country on articles im- 


| ment, but, so far, without success. 
| structed to renew his representations upon it. 


| of commercial policy on her part, our trade with 

|| her may again fill its old and, so far as her conti- 
| nental possessions are concerned, its almost for- 
| saken channels; thereby adding to the mutual 
| prosperity of the two nations. 


/ ance,and consistsat this time of more than twenty 


| lost sight of by the United States. The industry, | 
_ morality, and other valuable qualities of the Ger- | 
_man nation, have always been well known and | 


| strong disposition has been recently evinced by 


| esting subject ever made by any European Power, || 
case of the Douglass, her Majesty's Government || 


| the only impediment which has so far existed to 
| the most liberal commercial intercourse between 


| will open new advantages to the agricultural in- 


i| 

| 

as, from time to time, brought this sub- | 
He is in- | 


Some years since, aclaim was preferred against || 


‘the British Government on the part of certain || 


American merchants, for the return of export du- || 
ties paid by them on shipments of woolen goods |; 
to the United States, after the duty on similar | 
articles exported to other countries had been re- 
pealed, and consequently in contravention of the || 
commercial convention between the two nations, | 
securing to us equality in such cases. The prin- || 
ciple on which the claim rests has long since been || 
virtually admitted by Great Britain; but obstacles || 
to a setttlement have, from time to time, been in- | 
terposed, so that a large portion of the amount || 
claimed has not yet been refunded. Our minister || 
is now engaged in the prosecution of the claim, 
and I cannot but persuade myself that the Brit- 
ish Government will no longer delay its adjust- 
ment. | 
1 am happy to be able to say that nothing has 
occurred to disturb in any degree the relations of 
amity which exist between the United States and 


other Powers of Europe, since the adjournment 
of Congress. Spain has been agitated with in- 
ternal convulsions for many years, from the effects | 
of which it is to be trsane ft is destined speed- || 
ily to recover; when, under a more liberal system 


The Germanic Association of Customs and 
Commerce, which, since its establishment in 1833, 
has been steadily growing in power and import- 


German States, and embraces a population of | 
twenty-seven millions of people united for all the | 
purposes of commercial intercourse with each | 


| other and with foreign States, offers to the latter 


the most valuable exchanges on principles more | 
liberal than are offered in the fiscal system of any || 
other European Power. From its origin, the im- | 
portance of the German Union has never been 


appreciated. On this subject I invite the atten- | 
tion of Congress to the report of the Secretary || 
of State, from which it will be seen that, while | 
our cotton is admitted free of duty, and the duty || 
on rice has been much reduced, (which has al- || 


ready led to a greatly increased consumption,) a 1 


that great body to reduce, upon certain condi- | 
tions, their present duty on tobacco. This being || 
the first intimation of a concession on this inter- 


I cannot but regard itas well calculated to remove | 


us and them. In this view, our Minister at Ber- 
lin, who has heretofore industriously pursued the 
subject, has been instructed to enter upon the ne- | 
gouation of a commercial treaty, which, while it | 


terests of the United States, and a more free and || 
expanded field for commercial operations, will | 
affect injuriously no existing interestof the Union. || 
Should the negotiation be crowned with success, | 
its results will be communicated to both Houses | 





_of Congress. 


I communicate herewith certain dispatches re- 
ceived from our Minister at Mexico, and also a 
correspondence which has recently occurred be- 
tween the Envoy from that Republic and the Sec- || 
retary of State. It must be regarded as not a little 


in anticipation of a public discussion, which it | 
has been pleased to infer, from newspaper publi- 
cations, as likely to take place in Congress, re- 
lating to the annexation of Texas to the United |! 


‘and its fruits for his swbsistence. 


| which, intent only on advancing their own ont 
| liar views, may sooner or later attempt to 

about a compliance of terms, as the condition of 
| their interposition, alike derogatory to the nation 


| sympat 


and patriotic people will suffer no apprehension 
of future consequences to embarrass them in the 
course of their proposed deliberations. Nor will 
the executive department of the Government fai! 
for any such cause, to discharge its whole duty 
to the country. 

The war which has existed for so long a time 
between Mexico and Texas has, since the battle 
of San Jacinto, consisted, for the most part, of 
predatory incursions, which, while they have 
been attended with much of suffering to individ. 
uals, and have kept the borders of the two coun. 
tries in a state of constant alarm, have failed to ap- 
proach to any definitive result. Mexico has fitted 
out no formidable armament, by land or by sea, 
for the subjugation of Texas. Bight years have 
now elapsed since Texas declared her independ- 
ence of Mexico, and during that time she has 






| been recognized as a sovereign Power by several 
| of the principal civilized States. Mexico, never. 
| theless, perseveres in her plans of reconquest, and 


refuses to recognize her independence. ‘The pred- 
atory incursions to which I have alluded have 


| been attended, in one instance, with the breaking 
| France, Austria, and Russia, as well as with the || 


up of the courts of justice, by the seizing upon 


|| the persons of the judges, jury, and officers of the 


court, and dragging them along with unarmed, 
and therefore non-combatant, citizens, into a crue] 
and oppressive bondage; thus leaving crime to go 


Py dew cp and immorality to pass unreproved, 
A 


order warfare is evermore to be deprecated, 


and over such a war as has existed for so many 
| years between these two States humanity has had 
| great cause to lament. 


Nor is such a condition 
of things to be deplored only because of the indi- 
vidual suffering attendant upon it. The effects 
are far more extensive. The Creator of the Uni- 
verse has given man the earth for his resting place, 
Whatever, 
therefore, shall make the first, or any part of it, 
a scene of desolation, affects injuriously his her- 
itage, and may be regarded as a general calamity. 
Wars may sometimes be necessary; but all na- 
tions have a common interest in bringing them 
speedily toaclose. The United States have an 
immediate interest in seeing an end put to the 


| state of hostilities existing between Mexico and 
|Texas. They are our neighbors, of the same con- 


tinent, with whom we are not only desirous of 
cultivating the relations of amity, but of the most 
extended commercial intercourse, and to practice 
all the rites of a neighborhood hospitality. Our 
own interests are deeply involved in the matter, 
since, however neutral may be our course of pol- 
icy, we cannot hope to —— the effects of a spirit 
of jealousy on the part of both of the Powers. 
Nor can this Government be indifferent to the fact 
that a warfare, such as is waged between those 
two nations, is calculated to weaken both Powers, 
and finally to render them, and especially the 
weaker of the two, the subjects of interference 
on the part of stronger and more powerful nations 


ring 


granting them, and detrimental to the interests of 
the United States. We could not be expected qui- 
etly to permit any such interference to our dis- 
advantage. 

Considering that Texas is separated from the 
United States by a mere geographical line; that 
her territory, in the opinion of many, formed @ 
portion of the territory of the United Stites; that 
it is homogeneous in its population and pursults 


| with the adjoining States, and makes contributions 
| to the commerce of the world in the same articles 
| with them; and that most of her inhabitants have 


been citizens of the United States; speak the same 


| language, and live under similar political institu- 
| extraordinary that the Government of Mexico, || 


tions with ourselves—this Government is bound, 
by every consideration of interest, as well as of 

io to see thet she shall be left free to act, 
especially in regard to her domestic affairs, u" 
awed by force, and unrestrained by the policy oF 
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‘ews of other countries. In full view of all these | Our Minister at Chili has succeeded in inducing 
vvpsiderations, the Executive has not hesitated to || a recognition by that Government of the adjust- 
c 


express to the Government of Mexico how anely {| 
it deprecated a continuance of the war, and how 
anxiously it desired to witness its termination. I 
cannot but think that it becomes the United States, 
as the oldest of the American Republics, to hold |) 
a language to Mexico upon this subject of an 
unambiguous character. Itis time that this war 
had ceased. There must be a limit to all wars; 
and if the parent State, after an eight years’ strug- 
ie, has failed to reduce to submission a portion 
of its subjects standing out in revolt against it, | 
and who have not only proclaimed themselves to 
be independent, but have been recognized as such 
by other Powers, she ought not to expect that 
other nations will quietly look, to their obvious | 
injury, upon a protraction of hostilities. These || 
United States threw off their colonial dependence, 
and established independent governments; and 
Great Britain, after having wasted her energies 
in the attempt to subdue them for a less period 
than Mexico has attempted to subjugate Texas, 
had the wisdom and justice to acknowledge their 
independence, thereby recognizing the obligation 
which rested on her as one of the family of na- || 
tions. Anexample thus set by one of the proudest, | 
as well as most powerful nations of the earth, it | 
could in no way disparage Mexico to imitate. 
While, therefore, the Executive would deplore 
any collision with Mexico, or any disturbance of 
the friendly relations which exist between the two 
countries, it cannot permit that Government to 
control its policy, whatever it may be, towards 
Texas; but will treat her—as, by the recognition 
of her independence, the United States have long 
since declared they would do—as entirely inde- 
pendent of Mexico. The high obligations of pub- 
lic duty may enforce from the constituted author- 
ities of the United States a policy which the 
course persevered in by Mexico will have mainly 
contributed to produce; and the Executive, in such 
a contingency, will, with confidence, tlrrow itself 
upon the patriotism of the people to sustain the | 
Government in its course of action. 

Measures of an unusual character have recently 
been adopted by the Mexican Government, cal- 
culated in no small degree to affect the trade of 
other nations with Mexico, and to operate inju- 
riously to the United States. All foreigners, by 
a decree of the 23d day of September, and after 
six months from the day of its promulgation, are 
forbidden to carry on the business of selling by 
retail any goods within the confines of Mexico. 
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Against this decree our Minister has not failed to || 


| shortly to be received, when the claims upon that 
| Republic will doubtless be liquidated and paid. 


| remained unrepresented at that court, while a_ 


| here. The causes of irritation have, in a great 


| 25th of September last, on his route to China. 


| of the Government to prevent it. 


| counts and estimates for the current fiscal year 
| will show tlrat the loans and Treasury notes made 


| to meet the anticipated deficiency, have not been 


remonstrate. | 


The trade heretofore carried on by our citi- 


| $3,914,082 77, yet the appropriations already 


zens with Santa Fé, in which much capital was |) 


already invested, and which was becoming of || 


daily increasing importance, has suddenly been | 
arrested by a decree of virtual prohibition on the | 
part of the Mexican Government. Whatever | 
may be the right of Mexico to prohibit any par- 
ticular course of trade to the citizens or subjects | 
of foreign Powers, this late procedure, to say the | 
least of it, wears a harsh and unfriendly aspect. 

The installments on the claims recently settled 


by the convention with Mexico have been punc- || 


tually paid as they have fallen due, and our min- 
ister is engaged in urging the establishment of a 
hew commission, in pursuance of the convention 
for the settlement of unadjusted claims. 

With the other American States our relations 
of amity and good will have remained uninter- 
rupted. Our Minister near the Republic of New 
Granada has succeeded in effecting an adjustment 
of the claim upon that Government for the schoon- 
er By Chance, which has been ending for many 
years. The claim for the brig Morris, which had 
8 origin during the existence of the Republic of 
Colombia, and indemnification for which, since’ 
the dissolution of that Republic, has devolved on 
= peneenl members, will be urged with renewed 

al. 

I have much pleasure in saying that the Gov- | 
ernment of Brazil has adjusted the claim upon | 
that Government in the case of the schooner John 

- Bryan, and that sanguine hopes are enter- 
‘ined that the same spirit of justice will influ- 
€nce its councils in arriving at an early decision 
Upon the remaining claims; thereby removing all 
cause of dissension between the two Powers 


Whose interests are, to some extent, interwoven 
with each other. 
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came superabundant. But the change in the char- 


ment effected by his predecessor of the firstclaims | acter of the circulation, from a nominal and ap- 


|in the case of the Macedonian. The first in- parently real value, in the first siages of its 
| stallment has been received by the claimants in 


existence, to an obviously depreciated value in its 
Un ; | second, so thatit no longer answered the purposes 
Notice of the exchange of ratifications of the 


( , of exchange or barter, and its ultimate substitu- 
treaty with Peru, which will take place at Lima, | 


| tion by a sound metallic and paper circulation 
has not yet reached this country, but is expected || combined, has been attended 7 diminished im- 
a 


portations, and a consequent falling off in the 
revenue. This has induced Congress, from 1837, 
to resort to the expedient of issuing Treasury 
notes, and finally of funding them, in order to sup- 
ply deficiencies. I cannot, however, withhold the 
remark, that it is in no way compatible with the 
dignity of the Government that a public debt 
ALiON should be created in time of peace to meet the 
measure, passed away, and itis in contemplation, | current expenses of the Government, or that tem- 
in view of important interests which have grown — porary expedients should be resorted to an hour 
up in that country, at some early period during omen than it is possible to avoid them. The Ex- 
the present session of Congress, with the concur- | ecutive can do no more than apply the means 
rence of the Senate, to restore diplomatic rela- | which Congress places in its hands for the sup- 
tions between the two countries, |, port of Government; and happily for the good of 

Under the provisions of an act of Congress of | the country, and for the preservation of its lib- 
the last session, a minister was dispatched from | erties, it possesses no power to levy exactions on 
the United States to China, in August of the | the people, or to force from them contributions 
prenent year; who, from the latest accounts we | to the public revenue in any form. It can only 
rave from him, was at Suez, in Egypt, on the | recommend such measures as may, in its opinion, 
be called for by the wants of the public service, 

In regard to the Indian tribes residing within _ to Congress, with whom alone rests the power to 
our jurisdictional limits, the greatest vigilance of | ‘‘lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts; and ex- 
the Government has been exerted to preserve | cises.’? This duty has, upon several occasions, 
them at peace among themselves, and to inspire | heretofore been performed. The present condi- 
them with feelings of confidence in the justice of || tion of things gives a flattering promise that trade 
this Government, and to cultivate friendship with || and commerce are rapidly reviving; and, fortu- 


as : 5» 
the border inhabitants. This has happily suc- | nately for the country, the sources of revenue 


the United States. 


In consequence of a misunderstanding between | 
this Government and that of Buenos Ayres, oc- 
curring several years ago, this Government has 


minister from it has been constantly resident 


/ceeded toa great extent; but it is a subject of || have only to be opened in order to prove abund- 


regret that they suffer themselves, in some int || ant. 

stances, to be imposed upon by artful and design- While we can anticipate no considerable in- 
ing men; and this, notwithstanding all the efforts | crease in the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, for reasons perfectly obvious to all, for 
several years to come, yet the public lands cannot 
otherwise than be regarded as the foundation of 
the public credit. With so large a body of the 
most fertile lands in the world under the control, 
and at the disposal of the Government, no one 
can reasonably doubt the entire ability of the 
Government to meet its engagements under every 
emergency. In seasons of trial and difficalty 
similar to those through which we are passing, 
the capitalist makes his investment in the Gov- 
ernment stocks, with the most assured confidence 
of ultimate reimbursement; and whatever may 
be said in a period of great financial prosperity, 
such as existed for some years after 1833, | should 
regard it as suicidal, in a season of financial em- 
barrassment, to alienate either the lands them- 
selves, or the proceeds arising from their sales. 


The receipts into the Treasury for the calendar || 
year 1843, exclusive of loans, were a little more || 
than eighteen million dollars; and the expendi- 
tures, exclusive of payments on the public debt, 
will have been about twenty-three million dollars. 
By the act of 18427a new arrangement of the fis- 
cal year was made, so that it should commence 
on the Ist day of July in each year. The ac- 


and issued before the close of the last Congress, 


entirely adequate. Although on the Ist of Oc- 
tober last, there was a balance in the Treasury, 
in consequence of the provision thus made, of 


made by Congress will absorb that balance, and 
leave a probable deficiency of $2,000,000 at the | The first and paramount duty of those to whom 
close of the present fiscal year. There are out- | may be intrusted the administration of public 
standing ‘Treasury notes to about the amount of | affairs, is to guard the public credit. In reéstab- 
four million six hundred thousand dollars; and lishing the credit of this central government, the 
should they be returned upon the Treasury dur-  readiest and most obvious mode is taken to restore 
ing the fiscal year, they will require provision for the credit of the States. The extremities can only 
their redemption. Idonot, however, regard this | be made sound by producing a healthy action in 
as probable, since they have obviously entered | the central Government; and the history of the 
into the currency of the country, and will con- | present day fully establishes the fact that an in- 
tinue to form a portion of it, if the system now | crease in the value of the stocks of this Govern- 
adopted be continued. The loan of 1841,amount- ment will, in a majority of instances, be attended 
ing to $5,672,976 88, falls due on the lstof Jan- by an increase in the value of the stocks of the 
uary, 1845, and must be provided for, or post- States. It should, therefore, be a matter of gen- 
poned by anew loan. And unless the resources — eral congratulation, that amidst all the embarrass- 
of revenue should be materially increased by you, | ments arising from surrounding circumstances, 
there will be a probable deficiency for the ser- | the credit of the Government should have been 
vice of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1845, of | so fully restored that it has been enabled to effect 
upwards of four million dollars, | a loan of $7,000,000 to redeem that amount of 

The delusion incident to an enormously exces- | Treasury notes on terms more favorable than any 
sive paper circulation, which gave a fictitious | that have been offered for many years; and the 
value to everything, and stimulated adventare and | six per cent. stock which was created in 1842, 
speculation to an extravagant extent, has been | has advanced in the hands of the holders to nearly 
happily succeeded by the substitution of the pre- || twenty per cent. above its par value. The con- 
cious metals, and paper promptly redeemable in || fidence of the people in the integrity of their 
specie; and thus false values have disappeared, || Government has thus been signally manifested. 
and a sounder condition of things has been intro- || These opinions relative to the public lands do not 
duced. This transition, aJthough intimately con- || in any manner conflict with the observance of the 
nected with the prosperity of the country, has, || most liberal policy towards those of our fellow- 
nevertheless, been attended with much embar- | citizens who press forward into the wilderness, 
rassment to the Government in its financial con- |, and are the pioneers in the work of its reclama- 
cerns. Solong as the foreign importers could re- || tion. In securing to all such their rights of pre- 
ceive payment for their cargoes in a currency of | emption, the Government performs but an act of 
greatly less value than that in Europe, but fully | retributive justice for sufferings ericountered and 
available here in the purchase of our agricultural || hardships endured, and finds ample remuneration 
productions, (their profits being immeasurably | in the comforts which its policy insures, and the 
augmented by the operation,) the shipments were || happiness it imparts. 
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Should a revision of the tariff, with a view to 


Congress, I doubt not you will approach the sub- 
ject with a just and enlightened regard to the in- 
terests of the whole Union. The principles and 
views which I have heretofore had occasion to 
submit, remain unchanged. It can, however, 
never be too often repeated, that the prominent 
interest of every important pursuit of life requires, 
for success, permanency and stability in legisla- 
tion. These can only be attained by adopting, as 
the basis of action, moderation in all things; 
which is as indispensably necessary to secure 
the harmonious action of the political as of the 
animal system. In our political organization, no 
one section of the country should desire to have 
its supposed interests advanced at the sacrifice 
of all others; but union, being the great interest, 
equally precious to all, should be fostered and 
sustained by mutual concessions, and the culti- 
vation of that spirit of compromise from which 
the Constitution itself proceeded, 

You will be informed, by the report from the 
Treasury Department, of the measures taken 
under the act of the last session, authorizing the 
reissue of ‘Treasury notes in lieu of those then 
outstanding. The system adopted in pursuance 
of existing laws seems well calculated to save 
the country a large amount of interest, while it 
affords conveniences and obviates dangers and 
expense in the transmission of funds to disburs- 
ing agents. I refer you also to that report for the 
means proposed by the Secretary to increase the 
revenue, and particularly to that portion of it 
which relates to the subject of the warehousing 
system, which I earnestly urged upon Congress 
at its last session, and as to the importance of 
which my opinion has undergone no change. 

In view of the disordered condition of the cur- 
rency at the time, and the high rates of exchange 
between different parts of the country, | felt it to 
be incumbent on me to present to the considera- 
tion of your predecessors a proposition conflict- 
ing in no degree with the Constitation or with 
the rights of the States, and having the sanction 
—not in detail, but in principle—of some of the 
eminent men who had preceded me in the exec- 
utive office. That proposition contemplated the 
issuing of Treasury notes of denominations not 
Jess than five nor more than one hundred doilars, 
to be employed in payment of the obligations of 
the Government in lieu of gold and silver, at tne 
option of the public creditor, and to an amount 
not exceeding $15,000,000. It was proposed to 
make them receivalle everywhere, and to estab- 
lish at various points depositories of gold and sil- 
ver, to be held in trust for the redemption of such 
notes, so as to insure their convertibility into 
specie. Nodoubt was entertained that such notes 
would have maintained a par value with gold and 
silver; thus furnishing a paper currency of equal 
value over the Union, thereby meeting the just 
expectations of the people, and fulfilling the du- 
ties of a parental Government. Whether the 
depositaries should be permitted to sell or pur- 
chase bills under very limited restrictions, to- 
gether with all its other details, was submitted to 
the wisdom of Congress, and was recarded as of 
secondary importance. I thought then, and think 
now, that such an arrangement would have been 
attended with the happiest results. The whole 
matter of the currency would have been placed 
where, by the Constitution, it was designed to be 
placed, under the immediate supervision and con- 
trolof Congress. The action of the Government 
would have been independent of all corporations; 
and the same eye which rests unceasingly on the 
specie currency, and guards it against adultera- 
tion, would also have rested on the paper cur- 
rency, to control and regulate its issues, and pro- 
tect it against depreciation. 

The same reasons which would forbid Con- 
gress from parting with the power over the coin- 
age, would seem to operate with nearly equal 
force in regard to any substitution for the precious 
metals in the form of a circulating medium. Pa- 
per, when substituted for specie, constitutes a 
standard of value by which the operations of 
society are regulated; and whatsoever causes its 
depreciation, affects society to an extent nearly, 
if not quite, equal to the adulteration of the coin. 
Nor can I withhold the remark that its advant- 
ages, contrasted with a bank of the United States 
—apart from the fact that a bank was esteemed 


8 THE 


| to the people. 


| with no favor at its hands. 
admit that the necessities of the times have since 


i '| obnoxious to the public sentiment, as well onthe || 
revenue, become necessary in the estimation of || 


score of expediency as of constitutionality—ap- 


'| peared to me to be most strikingand obvious. The , 
| relief which a bank would afford by an issue of 
| $15,000,000 of its notes, (judging from the expe- | 

rience of the late United States Bank,) would not | 
| have occurred in less than fifteen years; whereas, 


under the proposed arrangement, the relief arising 


| from the issue of $15,000,000 of Treasury notes 
| would have been consummated in one year, thus 
| furnishing, in one fifteenth part of the time in 
| which a bank would have accomplished it, a pa- 


per medium of exchange, equal in amount to the 


real wants of the country, at par value with gold | 
and silver. The saving to the Government would || 
have been equal to all the interest which it has || 
had to pay on Treasury notes of previous as well | 


as subsequent issues; thereby relieving the Gov- 
ernment, and, at the same time, affording relief 


sessions. 


become greatly ameliorated, and that there is good 
reason to hope that the country is safely and rap- 
idly emerging from the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments which everywhere surrounded it in 1841], 


yet L cannot but think that its restoration to a || 


sound and healthy condition would be greatly 
expedited by a resort to the expedient in a mod- 
ified form. 

The operations of the Treasury now rest on the 
act of 1789, and the resolution of 1816, and those 
laws have been so administered as to produce as 
great a quantum of good to the country as their 
provisions are capable of yielding. If there had 


been any distinct expression of opinion going to | 


show that public sentiment 1s averse to the plan, 
either as heretofore recommended to Congress, 
or in a modified form,—while my own opinion in 
regard to it would remain unchanged, [I should 
be very far from again presenting it to your con- 
sideration. ‘The Government Has originated with 
the States and the people, for their own benefit 
and advantage; and it would be subversive of the 
foundation-principles of the political edifice which 
they have reared, to persevere in a measure which, 
in their mature judgments, they have either re- 
pudiated or condemned. The will of our constit- 
uents, clearly expressed, should be regarded as 
the light to guide our footsteps; the true difference 
between a monarchical or aristocratical Govern- 
ment and a Republic being, that in the first the 
will of the few prevails over the will of the many; 
while in the last, the will of the many should be 
alone consulted, 

The report of the Secretary of War will bring 
you acquainted with the condition of that import- 
ant branch of the public service. The Army may 


be regarded, in consequence of the small number - 


of the rank and file in each company and regiment, 
as little more than a nucleus around which to rally 
the military force of the country in case of war; 
and yet its services in preserving the peace of the 
frontiers are of a most important nature. In all 
cases of emergency, the reliance of the country is 
properly placed in the militia of the several States; 
and it may well deserve the consideration of Con- 
gress whether a new and more perfect organiza- 


tion might not be introduced, looking mainly to ° 


the volunteer companies of the Union for the 
present, and of easy application to the great body 
of the militia in time of war. 

The expenditures of the War Department have 
been considerably reduced in the last two years; 
contingencies, however, may arise, which would 
call for the filling up of the regiments with a full 


/ complement of men, and make it very desirable 


to remount the corps of dragoons, which by an 
act of the last Congress was directed to be dis- 
solved, 


I refer you to the accompanying report of | 
the Secretary for information in relation to the 


Navy of the United States. While every effort 


| has been, and will continue to be made, to re- 
| trench all superfluities, and lop off all excrescen- 
| ces which from time to time may have grown up, 
| yet it has not been regarded as wise or prudent 
| to recommend any material change in annual ap- |, 


propriations. The interests which are involved 
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_are of too important a character to lead to th, 
recommendation of any other than a liberal poli. 
cy. Adequate appropriations ought to be mag. 
|| to enable the Executive to fit out all the : 


Under all the responsibilities at- || 
tached to the station which I occupy, and in re- || 
_demption of a pledge given to the last Congress, | 
at the close of its first session, I submitted the || 
| suggestion to its consideration at two consecutive | 
The recommendation, however, met. 
While I am free to || 


‘try has undergone of late 


| the expenditures within the income. 


December 5, 


, 


. at ships 
that are now in a course of building, or that yp. 


quire repairs, for active service in the Shortest 


|| possible time, should any emergency arise which 


may require it. An efficient navy, while it is the 
cheapest means of public defense, enlists in jt, 
support the feelings of pride and confidence, which 
brilliant deeds and heroic valor have heretofor, 


| served to strengthen and confirm. 


I refer you particularly to that part of the See. 
retary’s report which has reference to recent ex. 
periments in the application of steam, and in the 


| construction of war steamers, made under the 


superintendence of distinguished officers of the 
navy. In addition to other manifest improve. 
ments in the construction of the steam-engine, 
and application of the motive power, which has 
rendered them more appropriate to the uses of 
ships-of-war, one of those officers has brought 
into use a power which makes the steamship 
most formidable, either for attack or defense, | 
cannot too strongly recommend this subject to 
your consideration, and dc not hesitate to express 


| my entire conviction of its great importance. 


[ call your particular attention, also, to that 
portion of the Secretary’s report which has ref. 


/ erence to the act of the late session of Congress 


which prohibited the transfer of any balance of 
appropriation from other heads of appropriation 
to that for building, equipment, and repair. The 
repeal of that prohibition will enable the Depart 
ment to give renewed employment to a large class 
of workmen who have been necessarily discharged 
in consequence of the want of means to pay them 
—a circumstance attended, especially at this sea- 
son of the year, with much privation and suffer- 


| ing. 


It gives me great pain to announce to you the 
loss of the steamship Missouri, by fire, in the 


| Bay of Gibraltar, where she had stopped to re- 


new her supplies of coal, on her voyage to Alex- 
andria, with Mr. Cushing, the American Min- 
ister to China, on board. ‘Phere is ground for 
high commendation of the officers and men for 
the coolness and intrepidity, and perfect submis- 
sion to discipline, evinced under the most trying 
circumstances. Surrounded by a raging fire, 
which the utmost exertions could not subdue, and 
which threatened momentarily the explosion of 
her well-supplied magazines, the officers exhib- 
ited no signs of fear, and the men obeyed every 
order with alacrity. Nor was she abandoned 
until the last gleam of hope of saving her had ex- 
pired. It is well worthy of your consideration 
whether the losses sustained by the officers and 
crew in this unfortunate affair should not be reim- 
bursed to them. 

I cannot take leave of this painful subject with- 
out adverting to the aid rendered upon the occa- 
sion by the British authorities at Gibraltar, and 
the commander, officers, and crew of the British 
ship-of-the line Malabar, which was lying at the 
time in the bay. Everything that generosity 
or humanity could dictate was promptly per- 
formed. It is by such acts of good-will by one 
to another of the family of nations that fraternal 
feelings are nourished, and the blessings of per- 
manent peace secured, 

The reportof the Postmaster General will bring 
you acquainted with the operations of that De- 
partment during the past year, and will suggest 
to you such modifications of the existing laws as 
in your opinion the exigencies of the public ser 
vice may require. ‘The change which the coun- 
ears in the mode of 
travel and transportation has afforded so many 
facilities for the transmission of mail-matter out 


of the regular mail, as to require the greatest 
_ vigilance and cireumspection in order to enable the 


officer at the head of the Department to restrain 
There 1s 
also too much reason to fear that the franking 
privilege has run into greatabuse. The Depart 


ment, nevertheless, has been conducted with the 
|| greatest vigor, and has attained, at the least pos 
|| sible expense, ai! the useful objects for which It 
| was established. 


In regard to all the Departments, I am quite 


| happy in the belief that nothing has been left u"- 


done which was called for by a true spirit of eco” 
omy, or by a system of accountability rigidly 
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that the Government has sustained no 
es In the 


ON 
enforced. This is, in some degree, apparent from | had become ee 
1] 


the default of any of its nts. 
on but, at the same time, beautiful ma- 


r of surprise that some remote agency 
pine Mee failed for an instant to fulfill its desired 
office; but I feel confident in the assertion that 
nothing has occurred to interrupt the harmoni- 
ous action of the Government itself; and that 
while the laws have been executed with efficiency 
and vigor, the rights neither of States nor of in- 
dividuals have been trampled on or disregarded. 

In the mean time the country has been steadily 
advancing in all that contributes to national great- 
ness. The tide of population continues unbrok- 
enly to flow into the new States and Territories, 
where a refuge is found not only for our native- 
born fellow-citizens, but for emigrants from all 

rts of the civilized world, who come among us 
to partake of the blessings of our free institu- 
tions, and to aid by their labor to swell the cur- 
rent of our wealth and power. 

It is due to every consideration of public policy 
that the lakes and rivers of the West should re- 
ceive all such attention at the hands of Congress 
asthe Constitution willenableitto bestow. Works 
in favorable and proper situations on the lakes 
would be found to be as indispensably necessary 
in case of war to carry on safe and successful 
naval operations, as fortifications on the Atlantic 
sea-board. The appropriation made by the last 
Congress for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Mississippi river, has been diligently and 
efficiently applied. 


I cannot close this communication, gentlemen, || 
without recommending to your most favorable | 


consideration the interests of this District. Ap- 
inted by the Constitution its exclusive legis- 
bors, and forming in this particular the only 


anomaly in our system of government—that of |, 
the legislative body being elected by others than | 
those for whose advantage they are to legislate— | 


you will feel a superadded obligation to look well 
into their condition, and to leave no cause for 


complaint or regret. The seat of Government of || 


our associated, Republics cannot but be regarded 
as worthy of your parental care. 


In connection with its other interests, as well || 
as those of the whole country, I recommend that || se vier to have the message printed, and carried || ' 
|| set yesterday, and yet the Journal took no notice 


Mr. SEVIER then submitted a motion to have || of it. 


at your present session you adopt such measures, 
in order to carry into effect the Smithsonian 


bequest, as in your judgment will be best cal- | 


culated to consummate the liberal intent of the 
testator, 

When, under a dispensation of Divine Provi- 
dence, I succeeded to the presidential office, the 
state of public affairs was embarrassing and crit- 
ical. To add to the irritation consequent upon a 


long-standing controversy with one of the most | 


powerful nations of modern times—involving not 


only questions of boundary, (which, under the | 
most favorable circumstances, are always embar- | 
rassing,) but at the same time important and high | 
eee of maritime law—border controversies | 

tween the citizens and subjects of the two coun- | 
tres had engendered a state of feeling ang of con- | 
duct which threatened the most calamitous con- || 
The hazards incident to this state of | 


sequences. 
things were greatly heightened by the arrest and 
imprisonment of a subject of Great Britain who, 


acting (as it was alleged) as a part of a military | 
force, had aided in the commission of an act vio- | 


lative of the territorial jurisdiction of the United 


States, and involving the murder of a citizen of | 


the State of New York. A large amount of claims 
against the Government of Mexico remained un- 
adjusted, and a war of several years’ continuance 
with the savage tribes of Florida still prevailed, 


that beautiful Territory, and with the sacrifice 
of many valuable lives, T'o increase the embar- 
rassment of the Government, individual and State 
credit had been nearly stricken down, and confi- 
dence in the General Government was so much 


impaired, that loans of a small amount could only 


cessary consequence of the blight which had fallen 


of ne and mechanical industry, the ships 


—_ Owing to the condition of the currency, 
*Xchanges between different parts of the country 


| 

| 

aT | 

chinery of our system of Government, it is not 
| 


attended with the desolation of a large portion of | 


negotiated at a considerable sacrifice. As a ne- 


€ one were thrown out of employment, and | 
© operations of the other had been greatly dimin- | 
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pend on a depreciate art currency in conduct- || 
8 


ing its transactions. all be permitted to con- || 
agers the country that, under an overruling 
rovidence, peace was preserved without the sac- | 


Z of the national honor; the war in Florida | 


was brought to a speedy termination; a large por- | 
tion of the claims on Mexico have been fully ad- 
judicated, and are in course of payment, while 
justice has been rendered to us in other matters 

y other nations, confidence between man and 
man is in a great measure restored, and the credit 
of this Government fully and perfectly reéstab- 
lished. Commerce is becoming more and more 
extended in its operations; and manufacturing and 
mechanical industry once more reap the rewards 
of skill and labor honestly applied. The opera- | 


| 


tions of trade rest on a sound currency; and the 
rates of exchange are reduced to their lowest |! 
‘}amount. In this condition of things, I have felt || 
|| it to be my duty to bring to your favorable con- | 
|| sideration matters of great interest, in their pres- | 
ent and ultimate results; and the only desire which 
1 feel in connection with the future is, and will 
continue to be, to leave the country prosperous, | 
| and its institutions unimpaired. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Wasuineron, December, 1843. 


| Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the message 





Mr. SEVIER hoped the message would be or- | 
He submitted the 


|| dered to be printed as usual. 
|| motion that it be also printed. 
|| . Mr. EVANS would inquire of the Senator from 
|| Arkansas whether he did not know that there was || 
It would be necessary, he supposed, || 

to provide a printer before an Grae for printing | 
cduld be executed. | 
| Mr. SEVIER remarked that there never had | 
been a message of the kind received that was not || 





| no printer. 





| ordered to be printed immediately after being | 
read. 

Mr. EVANS. Certainly not. He did not, | 
| however, see the use of making an order for the | 
printing before there was a printer appointed to 
execute the printing. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay | 
on the table, and agreed to. 


in the affirmative. 


|| the usual extra quantity of the message and ac- | 
|| companying documents printed for the use of the 
| Senate; which was agreed to, and fifteen hundred | 
|| copies of the message and accompanying docu- 
1 ments and two thousand without the documents, 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
Mr. BAYARD moved that the Senate now pro- | 
ceed to the election of printer for the Twenty- | 


Eighth Congress. The motion was agreed to | 
|| without dissent. 


| aware whether the execution of the order just 
adopted would not conflict with a rule of the Sen- 
| ate, which fixed a specific day for the election of | 
| its officers—that is, the second Monday of the 

| first session of each Congress. If such was the 
case, the election could only take place by unan- 
\|imous consent, or by the suspension of that 


| rule. 
|| Mr. BAYARD did not think the order con- 
flicted with that rule; and evenif it did, the prop- | 





} 

| osition being made and carried without objection, | 
| was tantamount to its passage by a unanimous 
| vote. The resolution had been adopted; and this 
| 


was not the mage to interpose objection. 
The rule of the Senate alluded to having been 
read—which provided for the election of officers 


|| Monday after the meeting of each* Congress— 

|| Mr. KING withdrew his objection; when 

'| The Senate proceeded to the election of Printer. 
|| The ballots were deposited in the ballot-box and 
| 

} 

| 


on being counted, it was ascertained that all the || 


| Senators present (forty) had voted, and cast their 
| votes as follows: 


For Gales & Seaton....+cseecssceeeees2d 
For Blair. & Rives sos ccccoscdtseewasias cad? 


So Messrs, Gales & Seaton were declared to be 


| 


i 








The question was put on the motion of Mr. || |. : ; 
| liberative body, a most important precedent was 


| 
| 
| 

| were ordered to be printed. ] 
| 
| 
| 


| that motion was 


eS — 


high, and trade had to de. | duly elected Printers of the Senate for the Twen- 


ty-Eighth Congress. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then 


/ adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 5, 1843. 


The House was called to order at twelve 
o’clock, and the minutes of yesterday were read 
by the Clerk. 

Mr. RHETT introduced his colleague, Mr. 
James A. Ruack, of South Carolina; who was 





| qualified and took his seat. 


Mr. M. BROWN introduced Mr. D. W. Dicx- 
mvson, of Tennessee; who was sworn and took 


i| his seat. 


AMENDMENT OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. BARNARD rose to a question of amend- 
ment of the Journal. If he had heard the read- 
ing of the Journal correctly, no notice was taken 
of his motion for leave to read a paper to the 
House; there was no notice whatever taken in 
the Journal of that transaction. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the paper to 
which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Barnarp] referred was not read to the House, 


|| nor was itat any time in the possession of the 
'| and accompanying documents be laid on the table. || House. 


Mr. BARNARD replied, that although the 


| pret was not in the possession of the House by 


eing read, yetit was in the possession of a mem- 
o ’ 


| ber of the House, who offered to read a paper in 
|| his place, which was signed by himself and a 


large number of his cdlleagues. A motion was 
made that he be permitted to read that paper; 
ut to the House; a vote was 
taken upon it, and the result was declared; and 
that result was a refusal. He quoted from the 


| Journal a precedent in the New Jersey case, in 
|| support of his right to have his paper entered 
'on the Journal in the mode which he now pro- 


posed. 
With respect to the question now occupying 


| the attention of the House, be begged leave to say 


| that it was a matter in which he did not fee! the 


|| slightest personal interest. 


|| it in the Journal, 
Mr. KING suggested to the Senator from Del- || 


' 


of the Senate, other than Printer, on the second | 


| 
i 


' 


| the House? 
|| action? Why should it be objected to? He held 


He had no personal 
regard for it; but, in the organization of this de- 


It seemed to him that the case was a pe- 
culiar one, and that the action of the House upon 


|, it was peculiar; and such a transaction ought to 


form an important part of the parliamentary his- 
tory of the country. Why should so important 


| 
| 
} a proceeding rest alone on newspaper record ? 


Why should it not go on the solemn Journal of 
Who could be afraid of the trans- 


it to be one of the most important cases that had 

ever occurred; this House took action upon it; 
| and yet not the slightest reference was made to 
Fifty members of this House 
prepared a paper, solemnly drawn up, on consult- 
ation, for presentation to this House, on the ques- 
| tion of its organization, in regard to the returns 
| of the members of the House, and how far those 
returns, being apparently regular on their face, 
shall authorize the members holding them to as- 
sist in the organization of the House. Those 
opinions were deliberately expressed; and why, 
thén, should they not be on the record? But not 
only were the opinions expressed on the import- 
ant question, how far the returns shall be consid- 


\| ered conclusive to entitle members to assist in the 


organization of the House; but also how far mem- 
bers may or may not feel themselves disposed to 
press questions of this sort, previous to organiza- 
tion. It will be a precedent for all future time; 

and the very forbearance of the minority yester- 
| day ought to do much towards inducing the 
| House to spread the matter at full length on the 
Journai of the House. It was in this spirit that 
he had risen to make his motion that this trans- 
action be inserted on the Journal of the House. 
it was worthy to be recorded in the archives of 
the country. No man, he ventured to say, would 
| dispute that, if anything was worthy of being re- 
| corded in the Journal, this transaction was. He 
| was not disposed to detain the House on this ques- 
| tion; but he was anxious that the House should 
‘understand the light in which he presented it. 
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He had-no personal feeling in the matter, nor did 
he believe any gentleman who signed the paper 
had; but he and they deemed it a part of the sol- 
emn transactions of this House, and thatitought 
to be recorded on their Journal. 

His motion was as follows: 


Resolved, That the Journal of yesterday be amended in 
regard to the offer of Mr. Bannano to read a paper in his 
place, 80 as to state the fucts in regard to said offer, and 
inserting the following paper as that offered to be read, to 
wit: 

‘The roll of Representatives elected to the Twenty-Eighth 
Congress having now been called by the Clerk, according 
to usage, and a quorum of members whose right to partici- 
pate in the act of organizing the House of Representatives 
is undisputed having appeared and answered to their names, 
this body is about to proceed to the high duty of electing a 


Speaker; to fill an office which, in point of dignity and po- | 


litical consequence, is hardly second to any known to the 
Constitution, after that of President of the United States. 
Before that high duty shall be entered upon, the under- 


signed, feeling a sense of solemn obligation to truth, and of 


responsibility to God for what they utter and assert, are 
constrained to declare that, in their united and undoubting 


conviction and judgment, a deep and grievous wound, per- | 


haps never to be healed, will be inflicted on the Constitu- 


tion, and on law, order, and civil liberty, if the election of | 


a Speaker shal) be conducted in the manner in which we 
have reason to apprehend it may be. 

Several persons from the State of New Hampshire, name- 
ly, Edmund Burke, Join P. Hale, Moses Norris, jr., and 
John R. Reding; several persons, also, from the State of 
Georgia, namely, Howell Cobb, Hugh A. Haralson, and 
Absalom H. Chappell; one person from the State of Mis- 
sissippi, namely, Jacob Thompson; and several persons 


from the State of Missouri, namely, James M. Bowlin, | 


James M. Hughes, John Jameson, Gustavus M. Bower, and 


James H, Relfe; have been called by the Clerk, are nowin | 
this Hall, and have answered to their names in a manner | 


to leave no doubt that their intent and purpose is to vote 
with the duly elected Representatives of the peopie here 
present in the election of Speaker, and to act and partici- 
pate fully in the organization of the House of Represent- 
atives, as if they were members thereof. 

By the act of June 25, 1842, *‘ for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several States, according to the 
sixth census,” it was enacted “ that, in every case where a 


Suite is entitled to more than one Representative, the num- | 


ber to Which each State shall be entitled under the appor- 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of con- 
tiguous territory, equal 


one district electing more than one Representative.’ 

‘The several States above named have refused or failed 
to provide by law for the election by districts of Represent- 
atives from those States respectively to the Twenty-Eighth 
Congress, each of them being entitled to more than one 
Representative ; and the people of those States have failed, 
therefore, to elect Representatives by districts, us the law of 
Congress required. 

‘These facts are notorious, indisputable, and undisputed ; 
they are known to all, and admitted by all. Failing to elect 
by distriets, they have failed to elect at all, for all legal and 
constitutional purposes. They could not elect, because 


there were no districts in those States from which to elect. | 


Election by general ticket is no election. No existing and 


valid law authorized any such election to be held; and no | 


election, therefore, has been held in those States at which 
Representatives for the Twenty-Eighth Congress could be 
chosen. 

it is understood, nevertheless, that the persons above 
named propose and imtend to vote in the election for 


Speaker, on the ground that they hold retarns, or written | 


certificates or commissions, drawn up in regular form, 


purporting to be the evidence of their election as Repre- | 
We hold that any returns they ean have do not | 


sentatives, 
give them any tithe whatever, when they are considered in 
connection with the Known law of the land. At the same 
time, itis undoubtedly true, that, by the parliamentary law, 
returns or certificates in regular form by authorized func- 
tionaries, made according to law, are, in all cases, prima 
facie evidence of election, and conclusive evidence of a 
right to assist in organizing the body to which persons 
are thus returned ; and it is under color of this rule of par- 
liamentary jaw, as we understand, that the persons above 
named presume to call themselves members of this body. 

But, as no provision has been made by law for election 
by districts in these States, and no such election in fact 
held, how could any officer or functionary in these States 
make a return of any such election? And as these States 
are not authorized by law to hold an election by general 
ticket, or otherwise than by districts, how can any officer 
or funetionary therein be authorized by law to make a re- 
turn of any such election? We are not prepared to admit 
that any person from any of these States can have in his 
possession any legal documentary proof of his election as 
a Representative for the Twenty-Eighth Congress. We are 
well aware, however, that an attempt, if now made, by 
motion or resolution, before the organization of the House, 
to exclude these persons from all participation in that act, 
would be attended with great embarrassment and great de- 
lay, and with the hazard of confusion, violence, and anar- 
chy in this Hall. 

We have concluded, therefore, to content ourselves, in 
this stage of the business of the House, with declaring, in 
this formal and solemn manner, our condemnation of a pro- 
ceeding on the part of the persons we have named, which, 


if performed, we shall hold to be lawless and essentially 
revolutionary in its character, subversive of the Constitu- 
tion and of all law and order, and tending directly to the 


destruction of our free Government. We declare that we 
shall regard the election of Speaker, if effected by the votes 
of these persons, as an illegal election, and a lega fraud 
upon the nation; and we shall not fail or cease, after this 
body shall have been organized, and in the progress of the 
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in number to the number of | 
Kepresentatives to which said State may be entitled; no | 


| session, to make every effort within our competency to vin- 
| dicate the law, to purge the House, and bring it back to a 
| condition of constitutional soundness. 
i Dp. D. BARNARD. of New York, 
K. RAYNER, of North Carolina. 
ROBERT C. SCHENCK, of Ohio. 
MILTON BROWN, of Tennessee. 
eae HUNT, of New York. 
ASHER TYLER, of New York. 
SAMUEL C. SAMPLE, of Indiana. 
JOHN J. HARDIN, of Iinois. 
ALEX. RAMSEY, of Pennsylvania. 
CHARLES H. CARROLL, of New York. 
HAMILTON FISH, of New York. 
SOLOMON FOOT. of Vermont. 
J. PHILIPS PHOENIX, of New York. 
T. L. CLINGMAN, of North Carolina. 
H. GRIDER, of Kentucky. 
THOMAS J. PATTERSON, of New York. 
GEORGE P. MARSH, of Vermont. 
JO. H. PEYTON, of Tennessee. 
JOHN Q. ADAMS, of Massachusetts. 
SAMUEL F. VINTON, of Ohio. 
JOHN WHITE, of Kentucky. 
WM. A. MOSELEY, of New York. 
J. COLLAMER, of Vermont. 
W. NEWTON, of Virginia. 
SAMUEL CHILTON, of Virginia. 
GEORGE B. RODNEY, of Delaware. 
R. C. WINTHROP, of Massachusetts. 
WM. P. THOMASSON, of Kentucky. 
GARRETT DAVIS, of Kentucky. 
D. M. BARRINGER, of North Carolina. 
WILLIS GREEN, of Kentucky. 
JEREMIAH BROWN, of Pennsylvania. 
JOHN J. VANMETER, of Ohio. 
JAMES IRVIN, of Pennsylvania. 
ELIAS FLORENCE, of Ohio. 
JOSEPH VANCE, of Ohio. 
J. R. GIDDINGS, of Ohio. 
ALEXANDER HARPER, of Ohio. 
M. H. JENKS, of Pennsylvania. 
ALBERT SMITH, of New York. 
DANIEL R&R. TILDEN, of Ohio. 
CHARLES ROGERS, of New York. 
CHARLES HUDSON, of Massachusetts. 
CHARLES M. REED, of Pennsylvania. 
JOHN DICKEY., of Pennsylvania. 
A. R. McILVAINE, of Pennsyivania. 
DANIEL P. KING, of Massachusetts. 
JOSEPH GRINNELL, of Massachusetts. 
ELISHA R. POTTER, of Rhode Island. 
JOS. R. INGERSOLL, of Pennsylvania. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
Assury Dicxtys, Esq., Secretary of the Senate, 


Al: GLOBE. 


| 


|| ments of members and other extraneous 


. . } 
appeared with a message, informing the House 


| that the Senate had appointed a committee to join 
/acommittee on the part of the House, to wait 
| upon the President of the United States, to inform 
| him that the two Houses of Congress were organ- 
| ized, and ready to receive any communication 
| which he might have to make to them. 


AMENDMENT OF THE JOURNAL=—AGAIN. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then rose to state his ob- 
| jections to the extraordinary proceedings of the 
| gentleman from New York. The Journal was 
| made up in the usual way, with the record of the 
| proceedings of the House, and not of the efforts 

of members to interrupt the organization of the 
| House; but the gentleman from New York made 
a proposition that the Journal should be amended, 
| so as to admit a paper which the House yester- 
day refused to permit him to submit—a paper 
| which the House never heard read till this mo- 


ment; and though there was no doubt of the fact 


of the identity of that paper, it was a point on 
'which no evidence was furnished to the House. 
Now, if such proceedings were tolerated for a 
| moment, to what confusion and irregularity would 
| it not lead? 
| proceedings of the House of Representatives, it 
| would be filled with extraneous matter which 
any individual might choose to submit to the 
House. 
ut there wasanother point, and one by which, 
if he mistook not, the question was solemnly ad- 
judicated; it was, that the course of the gentle- 
man from New York was not only out of order, 
but unconstitutional. He believed that some 
years ago some members desired to enter a pro- 
test—and whether this was so called or not, he 
cared not, for it was so, to all intents and pur- 
poses; and it Was, besides, an argument to pre- 
judge a case which must arise. He, for himself, 
at the time the protest to which he alluded was 
presented, was inclined to think that it was not 
regular or proper for members to enter a protest; 
and calm consideration determined him to object 


Instead of the Journal declaring the | 





| 
| 
| 
| 


December 5, 


| regular proceedings and the record of the action 


argu. 
. : ; Matter 
| which would be introduced in that way into the 
journal of their proceedings. He held that th. 
present motion to amend the Journal was ou: of 
order. A motion had been made to insert a paper 
which was now read for the first time, and which 
had never been submitted to the House, and which 
the House had refused to hear read; but if the 
gentleman from New York bad confined himsels 
to the statement that he yesterday offered to regq 
a paper, and that the House refused to give hin, 
leave, he (Mr. D.) should not have objected to 
the record of the statement of that fact; though 
it constituted no part of their proceedings, ‘Tha 
gentleman, however, went astep further, and ep. 
deavored to get on the Journal what the House 
had refused to hear read, and what they regarded 
as an interruption of the organization of the 
House. If the gentleman would modify his prop. 
osition so as to make it simply a statement of 
the fact which he had specified, he would have 
no objection; but he did object to this irregular 
mode of introducing matter on the Journal, which 
the House had refused to hear read, because jr 
was out of order and irregular. If, however, this 
was to be persisted in, he hoped those who were 
hereafter to have the revision of the rules would, 
in the process of time, make provision for its 
correction. He was satisfied the gentleman from 
New York did not mean anything offensive to the 
House; but if that gentleman succeeded in his 
present attempt, the precedent would be a bad 
one; and he therefore hoped the House would 
nip it in its bud. 

There was another means of getting this mat- 
ter on the Journal, and the gentleman from New 
York was adroit enough to resort to it—that was 
to call for the yeas and nays; for it was of course 
known that the Journal must show what the yeas 
and nays were taken for, and thus the decision of 
the House might be defeated. He should there- 
fore raise a question of order, to prevent so pal- 

able a violation of the wishes of the House, 

His point of order was, that it was not in order 
to move to amend the Journal by inserting what 
the House refused to hear read. 

Mr. GILMER rose to move an amendment to 

| the resolution of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. BARNARD said he wished first to inguire 
of the Chair whether the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromeoozs} 
was one that could be entertained. This was a 
question in relation to an amendment of the Jour- 
nal, and it appeared to him to be one to which a 
point of order of that character did not apply. It 
was one of those cases which must be decided 
by the House. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
DromGoote,] and decided that it was competent 
for the gentleman from New York to bring his 
proposition before the House, in order that it 
might be disposed of according to the pleasure of 
the majority. . 

Mr. BARNARD then called for the yeas and 
nays on his resolution, which, he observed, he 
would first ask leave to modify, so as to read as 


follows: 

Resolved, That the Journal of yesterday be amended s0 
| as to state that Mr. Barnarp offered in his place to read 
| paper, signed by himself and forty-nine other members ot 
the House ; that objection was made; when a motion was 
submitted that Mr. BaRNarRD have leave to read the papet; 
that question was put by the Clerk to the House, which, oa 
a division, decided against granting the leave. And that 
the Journal be further amended by inserting the following 
paper as that offered to be read, to wit: [Here follows te 
protest, as given in Mr. Barnarp’s first motion.) 


Mr. GILMER observed that the gentleman 
having modified his resolution, he would, ac 
cordingly, modify his amendment; and he there- 

fore moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out that part of it which proposed to spread upon 
the Journal the paper offered to the House by the 
gentleman from New York yesterday, and now 
appended to his motion. The case now present 
ed to the House was, whether there was an errof 
in the Journal, or not, in its not having this pé 
per spread upon it. That was the only questioa 


of the House, it would be filled with the 













to its being entered on the Journal of their pro- || presented. Then, how could that paper have go 


ceedings. But if gentlemen, under the pretext 


| upon the Journal? The House never was 10 


of reading papers, could cause their incorporation || possession of it; it was not read, and they had 
on the Journal, instead of being filled with their || no means of knowing what it was, except from 
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seeing it in the newspapers of the a i 
ontieman from New York did not pretend that 
there was any proposition yesterday to spread 
his paper on the Journal. There was no means 
be which it could get there; and therefore it 
would be exceedingly irregular to do that to-day 
which could not have been done yesterday. The 
entieman from New York had asked why this 
aper should not go upon the Journal; but it would 
ae been a more pertinent inquiry for him to 
make, why it should go upon the Journal? The 
yestion presented in this resolution, in reference 
to the right to their seats of certain gentlemen 
claiming to be members of this House, was to be 
met; but it must be met in the ordinary course of 
legislation; and it would seem to him that the 
proper course to be pursued would be by refer- 
ence to the appropriate committee; and that that 
committee should, after a fair and deliberate con- 
sideration of the subject, report all the faets be- 
longing to it to the House, with such reasons as 
might appear to a majority of the committee to 
be pertinent. ‘The House would then be in the 
possession of evidence that would enable it to 
dispose of the case with justice and impartiality. 
But he would ask if the House was now in the 
possession of any evidence which would justify 
itin deciding on this question? ‘They were in pos- 
session of none, except mere newspaper rumors, 
which were not entitled to any authority what- 
ever. There was another reason why this paper 
should not go upon the Journal. Did it contain 
any arguments that might not be made in the 
form of a report by a committee of this House? 
Was there any peculiar force in the argument 
being made in this form, which rendered the gen- 
tleman so solicitous of having it recorded in the 
Journal? The circumstance of its being signed 
by a number of the members of the House did 
not add any additional force to the eo because 
a report from a committee of the House would, 
in that particular, have equal claims to respect. 
He was, therefore, under all the circumstances, 
wholly at a loss to perceive why the gentleman 
should wish this argument to be spread upon the 
Journal in this form. There was no reason for 
its being spread there, because there was no error 
alleged to be in it. 

Mr. HARALSON did not rise for the purpose 
of detaining the House, by entering into any ar- | 
guinent on the main question presented; but, | 
under the circumstances in which he was placed, 
he could not, in justice to himself and those simi- 
larly situated with him, withhold the expression 
of the feelings produced in his mind by the course 
attempted to be pursued by the adoption of the | 
resolution of the gentleman from New York. We | 
were told yesterday that the paper which was 
then offered by the gentleman from New York, 
and to which the resolution under consideration | 
had direct allusion, was a protest on the part of | 
himself, and perhaps of some fifty others, mem- | 
bers of the House, against the admission and 
qualification of the gentlemen from New Hamp- 
shire, Georgia, Mississippi, and Missouri, hold- | 
ing their seats as members of this House; and, | 
sir, weare by this trick of legislation—for I know | 
not in what other terms to speak of it—to havea 
paper spread upon the Journals, giving reasons | 
why we are 1qt entitled to our seats, which we | 
ure not permitted toanswer. Weare told that this | 
protest contains the opinions of the gentlemen 
who have subscribed it; and it may cover the 
whole ground of the debate. Shall members, then, 
who hold their seats here by the same right that 
all the other members hold theirs be condemned 
in advance, by a paper spread upon the Journals, 
when they are not to be heard in reply toit? The 
members from the States thus excepted to did not | 
assume the humiliating attitude of beggars before | 
that House. They asked nothing from its cour- | 
tesy, but came before it standing upon their rights, | 
With their commissions in their pockets, under | 
the broad seal of their respective States. They | 
Were not disposed to dodge this question, but | 
Were prepared to discuss it in the freest and am- | 
to manner, whenever it should properly come | 
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fore the House. If it should be determined by 
the voice of the House that they had no right to 
their seats here, he, for one, would be willing to 
return home to those who sent him; but he must | 
solemnly protest against this entering argument, | 
when he, and those similarly situated, were not | 
‘o be heard in-reply. He would ask if there was | 
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not the ordinary mode of reaching this question? 
Was there not a standing Committee of Elections 
instituted to consider this subject? Let the gen- 
tleman from New York institute his inquiry, after 
that committee should be appointed, into the le- | 
gality and constitutionality of the elections he 
now questions; and let him from his seat offer any 
arguments he thinks proper in support of his 


opinions. But was it fair, he would ask, by this | 


trick of legislation, to prejudge the case by argu- || 


ments which could not be replied to? He knew 


nothing of the rules of the House, or of parlia- || 


mentary forms, and this was the first time that 
he ever had a seat in that body; but he had com- 
mon sense enough to be aware of the injustice of 
prejudging a case by an argument in advance, 
when those most interested were not to be heard | 
in answer toit. Let the inquiry be instituted; and 
he could say for himself, as he thought he could 
say for other gentlemen claiming their seats in a 
similar manner with himself, that they were ready 
to meet it fairlyand openly. Of the paper referred 
to in the resolution, they knew nothing. It was 
notin the possession of the House; and they had 
no information in regard to it, except what they 
got from the morning papers. 

He should vote against the resolution of the 
gentleman from New York, because he looked | 
upon it as an unfair mode of treating the ques- 
tion. When it came up according to the usual 
forms of legislation, he would be fully prepared 
to meet it as it deserved. He spoke for himself, 


and he thought he could speak for other gentle- | 
men similarly situated, when he said, let them be | 
sent back if it should be ascertained that they | 
were not entitled to their seats here, according to || 


the Constitution and laws of the country. They 
asked no favors from the House, but simply de- 
manded their rights. 

Mr. HALE observed that it would have been 


more agreeable to him to have had this question | 


presented in a form which could be met by a fair 
and open discussion. When it does come up in 
the ordinary course of legislation, we shall be 
fully prepared to sustain our rights to the seats to 


which we have been elected. We come here under |! 
the guarantee of the Constitution, and under the || 


sanction of laws equally binding upon every mem- 
ber of that body. 
currence in the views just presented by the gen- 


tleman from Georgia, and, with him, avowed that | 
they asked nothing from the favor or the courtesy | 
of the House; but, coming here on the broad | 


grounds of the Constitution, they asked only for 
their rights. 
be willing to turn our backs on the House, and 
go home to our constituents. But let the case be 


presented in the usual form; let it be brought be- | 
fore the House in the report of its appropriate || 
committee, and they were fully prepared to sus- | 


tain themselves. He and his colleagues had come 
here in virtue of the laws of New Hampshire— 
laws which have been in force ever since her gov- 
ernment was established; and he had never been 
able to find any law of that State to divide it into 


districts for the election of members of Congress. | 


To be sure, she had seen, in the legislation of 
Congress, an act commanding her Legislature to 


divide the State into districts; but New Hamp- | 
shire has not been in the habit of looking to Con- | 
gress, or any other body under God’s heaven, to || 


ascertain what her legislation should be. Stand- 
ing here, then, under the guarantee of the Con- 
stitution, and bringing with them the same evi- 
dence of their right to their seats as was brought 
by other members, all that they asked was, that 
the House would not take the extraordinary 
course of entertaining an argument against him, 
which he was not allowed to reply to; that it 


question, but would leave it open for fair and 
manly discussion. All that they asked was their 
rights, and that, until the question was settled, 
they should be received in the ordinary mode in 
which other members were received. 


and send them here. 


binding effect. The Congress of the United States 
had no power to pass any such law. It was a 
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He expressed his hearty con- || 


If we have no rights here, we will || 


would not, even by implication, prejudge this | 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, remarked that | 
the Twenty-Seventh Congress, of which he was || 
a member, attempted a law directing the States || 
how they should elect their members of Congress | 
He sad ** attempted,”’ be- || 
cause there never was any such law that had any | 


nullity; and he declared, when it was passed, that || 
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he should so treat it. He had occasion in the 
last Congress to give his vote on this law, and he 
then said that he hoped he should live long enough 
to spurn itand trample it under foot. He came 
from a State that elected her members of Con- 
gress by districts—and this was very proper, be- 
cause it was her pleasure to do so; but, if she 
had elected her members by the general-ticket 
system, and had, in obedience to that command of 
Congress, adopted the district system, he would 
| have scorned to hold a seat here. There was one 
view of this question which was of no little im- 
vortance. The people throughout the country 
bad looked at that mandamus act, and had put the 
seal of condemnation upon it; and nowhere, he 
believed, was it more odious than in his State. 
Of the members then in Congress from Indiana, 


|| solitary and alone he voted against that law, and 


solitary and alone of that number he came back 
| to this Congress. Those from his State who had 
voted for it, had been left at home in oblivion. 
Much as he had cause of rejoicing for the success 
of his party and his principles, he could wuly 
say that it gave him more joy of heart than any- 
thing else, that he had the privilege of seeing that 
law set aside. So far as the Constitution was 
concerned, there was no doubt in his mind that 

the members from New Hampshire, Georgia, 
| &c., had a stronger claim to their seats than those 
members who were elected under the district sys- 
tem; and he would tell gentlemen that they had 
better not examine this question too closely, as 
those States whose members were now excepted 
to might be found to be the only States correctly 
represented. These gentlemen might then turn 
the majority out of doors; and, as he came from 
| a State that elected by districts, he might lose his 
|; seat. Whatright had Congress to dictate to the 
|| States from what sections its members of the 
House should be elected? Could Congress suy 
that the States should have a dividing line drawn 
| through them, and that they should elect one 
| Senator from one side, and another from the other? 
| And yet, if gentlemen would look at the Consu- 
tution, they would find the same language used 
in reference to members of the House as to Sen- 
ators. The best course for Congress, in his opin- 
ion, would be to get on in the good old way, 
leaving each State to decide whether her mem- 
|| bers shall be elected by the district or the general- 
| ticket system. For his part, he would not throw 
a doubt on the impropriety of thislaw. He would 
scorn to consider it atall. He deemed it too con- 
temptible a question for the action of that House. 
| He would neither refer it to a committee, nor en- 
| tertain any question in regard to it. An effort, it 
seemed, was now made to steal a march on the 
House, and get the start of members, by entering 
this paper which was called a protest—and such 
a protest! That paper, which gentlemen asked 
to have spread upon the Journals, predicated its 
whole complaint, not on the action the Hlouse 
was going to take, but on what they feared the 
| House was going todo. It was a curious way 
to make a protest, at all events; and were he in 
|| the place of the signers of it, if he could not put 
|| it on the Journals in a fair and honorable way, 
|| he would scorn to offer it. 
Mr. RAYNER observed that the question now 
| before the House was simply this: did the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania yesterday move that 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Banrnarp] 
| have leave to read the paper which he had offered 
| Gentlemen were mistaken if they supposed that 
| they were to be driven into the discussion of the 
| 





merits of the question of the legality or illegality 
of returns in this way. When the question shouid 
| come up before them, (if it ever did come up)— 
'| when the majority here, who had professed so 
| much magnanimity, should give them an oppor- 
| tunity of meeting the question upon its real mer- 
its, they would be found ready to meet it; but 
| they were not to be driven into its discussion by 
a motion involving only an immaterial point with 
which they had in fact nothing todo. It was a 
question about which gentlemen had no discretion 
whatever, no matter how strong their party feel- 
ings might be. If gentlemen regarded the obli- 
gations of duty, if they regarded the oath they 
took upon the Holy Evangelists yesterday, to 
support the Constitution of the United States, 
they could have no discretion in reference to this 
matter; the paper must necessarily go upon the 
Journals. The members of that House had taken 
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an oath to support the Constitution of the United 


relation to this question. The gentleman from 


| the gentleman and the House the assurance tha: 


States; that Constitution declares that the House || North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] had spoken of the || every opportunity should be presented—every 
of Representatives shall keep a Journal of its || oath which members of that House had taken to 
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—— What were the proceedings of the 
louse? And of what was the Journal to consist? 


The Journal could be nothing else than a state- | 
ment of facts—a record of proceedings; and they || 


had seen that it was necessary to put such record 
upon the Journals—a record not only of what was 


done, but what they refused to do. Was there | 
any gentleman there present who was prepared, || 


after the oath he took yesterday, to say that the 
paper in question should not be made a part of 
the Journal or record of the proceedings? Was 
any one prepared to say that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had not, in effect, moved that it be 
made a part of the Journal, by moving that the 


gentieman from New York have leave to read it? || 


In coming to a vote upon that motion, they would 


be under the necessity of placing the paper upon || 


the Journal. It was nota question about the paper 
itself, but the mere matter of fact as to whether 
the motion was made that the paper should be 
read. The gentleman from Virginia took the 
ground that there was no motion made yesterday 
to oy the paper upon the Journal; and he seemed 
to be surprised that a motion should naw be made 
to amend the Journal, because there had been no 
motion, and, consequently, that none could be 
amended. Why, there certainly had been a mo- 
tion made and rejected; there was no proposition, 


it is true, for entering it upon the Journal; but the || 
very act of voting down the resolution was a part | 


of the proceedings of that House. 


[Here Messrs. WISE and C.J. INGERSOLL, | 


from the joint committee appointed to wait upon 


the President of the United States, and inform || 


him that the two Houses were organized and 
ready to proceed to business, reported that the 
President had replied that he.would immediately 
submit to them a message in writing. 


Mr. RAYNER then continued. 1, was — 


weighty and important a question to be passed 
over in the slight and contemptuous manner in 
which some gentlemen seemed disposed to treat 


it—particularly the gentleman from New Hamp- | 


shire and the gentleman from Georgia. As those 


gentlemen were personally interested in the mat- |! 


ter, he did not blame them; but the minority here, 
and those who signed the protest, equally believe 
it to be a question of great importance; a ques- 


tion which strikes at the Constitution and the law | 
of the land; a question, the decision of which | 
would set a precedent to all future time; and upon || 
that decision would depend whether nullification | 
should be the order of the day, or whether the | 


Constitution and the law should be vindicated 
and sustained. Those who had signed this pro- 


test believed it a duty which they owed the coun- | 


try to make such protest; and they insisted not 


only that it should be placed upon the Journal as | 
a part of the proceedings of that House, but that | 


it should go down to posterity as a part of the 
history of this country. The proceedings of yes- 


terday, he thought, were enough tocureevery man | 
of all the lingering remains of nullification. The | 


question, he repeated, was whether nullification 


should be practiced here daily, in its most odious || 


form, or whether gentlemen were ready to vindi- 


cate the Constitution and the law of the land? 
and he sincerely hoped the question would be | 


decided independently of party feeling. Great 
as had been the efforts which party tyranny had 
made, and often as they had seen the Constitu- 
tion and laws disregarded, yet he had never seen 
an attempt to keep from the Journals any paper, 


except the contents of such paper were disre- | 


spectful to the House itself. ‘This objection did 
not apply to the paper in question. It was calm 
and argumentative in its tone. It was no abor- 
tive attempt, as the gentleman from Virginia had 


charged, to tamper with the organization of the | 


House. The fact, as it stood, ought to appeal to 
their magnanimity—to their sense of justice; and 
he now appealed to that magnanimity, and that 
sense of justice, and he hoped the House would 


not lose sight of the question. It was not in re- | 


gard to the election returns, or in regard to the 
constituency of members, but it was in regard to 


the mere matter of fact as to whether the gentle- || 


man from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Incersonr]) 
did move yesterday that the gentleman from New 
York have leave to read the paper. 

Mr. GILMER desired to say a single word in 


support the Constitution, and had reminded them 
| that it was one of the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion that a Journal should be kept of the proceed- 
ings of that House. That was all very true; but 
|| the question still remained, and gentlemen had not 
attempted to meet it. Does this paper constitute 
| any part of the proceedings of that House? That 
was the pointof inquiry. He would ask the gen- 
_tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] and 
| the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] 
| both of whom were sagacious enough, whether 
| there were no means by which the-paper could 

be placed upon the Journals, except that which 
had. been proposed? It must be apparent to 
those gentlemen themselves, that there were two 
| modes of effecting it. One mode would be to pro- 
cure the reading of the paper, and then it would 
|| necessarily be spread upon the Journal; and the 


|| gentleman from North Carolina himself had re- || 


|| minded the House that a motion had been made 
|| for that purpose by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


|| vania. The question was put and negatived, and | 


|| the paper was notread; consequently, there was no 


|| proceeding. There was but one other mode, and | 
'| that was the mode which was about to be resorted || 
|| to to-day. It was one which could not have been | 


| adopted yesterday. It was, he would admit, an 
|| indirect mode, and one which was sanctioned by 
| no rule of the House or existing law, but it was 
recognized by usage, that, when a proposition 
|| was submitted to the House, no matter of what 
character or description, all papers and documents 
|| connected therewith may be spread upon the Jour- 
| nal; and the reason must be obvious, if the yeas 
|| and nays were called; or, if the vote were taken 
|| in any other way, it would be precisely the same. 
| But were the yeas and nays called in this instance? 

They were not; because the House was not or- 

ganized. And I might here set up an argument 
| In opposition to the gentleman from North Caro- 
| lina, who said that the House was bound to keep 
| a Journal, but he must remember that the House 

was not then organized, and consequently there 
| was no House at all. 

These are the only two modes by which the 
paper could be spread upon the Journal of yes- 
terday. Whatistheresult? If I have succeeded 
| in showing that it could not be entered, then there 
| isnoerror. And what is the object of calling 
| the yeas and nays to-day, in order to place a 
paper upon the Journals, which could not have 
| gone upon the Journal yesterday? And, Mr. 
Speaker, if you had not been so recently installed 
in that high station, I would suggest for your con- 
| sideration, and that of the House, whether it is 
proper that any member should have the right, 
|| by calling the yeas and nays, to spread any and 
everything upon the Journals of this House. Sir, 
was there a member of this House, except those 
| whose names were signed to this paper, who 
| knew anything of its contents? 

How can one know anything about that which 
he has not seen? The paper was not read; the 
_ yeas and nays were not called; therefore it was 
no part of the proceedings. Then I answer the 
gentleman from North Carolina by saying: it is 
true that the House is bound to keep a Journal 
of its proceedings; but is it bound to keep a rec- 
_ ord of that which constitutes no part of its pro- 

ceedings? Sir, let the Journal state the truth— 

that is what the Constitution requires; and that 
| is what members of this House are sworn to 
maintain. I have said this much in answer to 
the arguments of the honorable gentleman, be- 
cause it certainly does seem to bea matter of 
| considerable importance. And I here repeat what 
I have already said—that the proper mode of 
| meeting the question is to meet it fairly and di- 
| rectly, by reference of the subject to a committee 
|| for deliberate investigation. 

Mr. COBB said he heartily coneurred in the 
motion which had been made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, and he had hoped that the 
gentleman would confine himself to his own posi- 
tion, and not fly off from the course of argument 

_he had laid down for himself. He agreed with 
the gentleman that the argument was premature, 
so far as the constitutionality of the act was in- 
volved; and he would not now go into a discus- 
sion of the question with gentlemen, either on 
one side or the other, but he would now give to 





means given, for a fair, full, and deliberate djs. 
cussion of the question. For himself, he coyiq 
not concede the ground that those individuals who 
represent States electing under the general-ticke 
system were alone interested in the representa. 
tion. Those elected under the district system 
were equally interested in the question. con 
it was that he was prepared now, if the Proper 
opportunity had presented itself, to discuss the 
— fairly, fully, and in a proper spirit, 
here was but one question that he could see noy 
| before the House, and that was whether they 
| would permit to be spread upon the Journal 4 
certain paper, whilst they were totally unac. 
| quainted with the contents of that paper. Can 
| you inform me whether the contents of that paper 
| are respectful towards this House—whether jis 
terms are courteous towards those gentlemen who 
are opposed politically to its framers? He appre. 
| hended that no gentleman would consider this 
piece of information useless. If the information 
which I have through means of the public jour- 
| nals be correct in reference to that paper, I, for 
one, have a decided objection against putting it 
upon the Journals of this House, on account of 
| the terms in which it is couched. Are we to be 
told here there is no means by which a majority 
of this House may protect their own feelings, 
but by a motion of the character of the one now 
| submitted by the gentleman from New York~ 
that your Journals are to be incumbered with 
|| anything and everything whatever, respectful or 
not, courteous or not? I am not well enough 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| acquainted with the rules of this House to dis- 
cuss the technical question involved in the matter 
before us, with the same ability with which the 
gentleman from Virginia and others have done, 
who have addressed you} but I will say this, 
that if this House is powerless in affording pro- 
tection to a majority here, the time has arrived 
when that power should be legitimately provided, 
and legitimately exercised. And if the House is 
not prepared to protect its Journals, it is time 
| that some provision were made, so that in future 
no opportunity may be given for incumbering 
them with matter which they ought not to con- 
tain. 

Mr. BELSER desired that the proposition sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from New York might 
be read, and also that portion of the Journal which 
|| points to the action of the House on yesterday. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The President’s message was here presented 
by Joun Ty er, jr. 

| ‘The SPEAKER inquired ifit was the pleasure 
of the House that the message should be read? 

Mr. BARNARDsaid he presumed there would 
be no more debate on the subject of his motion, 

| and that the question might be taken. 

Several members having demanded the reading 
of the message, the debate was suspended, and 
the message was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WISE moved the printing of the usual 
number of copies of the message for the use of 
the House, and ten thousand extra copies, with 

| the accompanying documents. F 

| Mr. BARNARD said he had no objection to 
| the question being taken on the motion to print; 
but if it was likely to lead to a debate, he mustin- 





sist on the order of business which occupied the 
attention of the House when the message was 
brought in. 
Mr. STRONG inquired how many the usual 
number was. 
Mr. WISE replied that it was one for each 
member. 
Mr. STRONG said he would not object to such 
a number as would be’strictly required for the use 
of the House, but to any useless expense he could 
not agree; and to print great numbers of this mes 
sage, when it was well known it would appear! 
all the newspapers, (which were the ordinary 
channels of communicating information to the 
peaples) was certainly a useless expenditure. He 
| had intended to move that no additional numbers 
| be printed with the documents; but, on convers 
| ing with the members around him, he found ! 
| was the usual practice; and he wished to state; 


that it was in conformity with the wishes and 


Lenaiens expressed by others that he refrained 
| from making his motion. He, therefore, second: 
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ings, he should vote for twenty thousand. 
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ed the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wee). i 

Mr. PAYNE said, so far as his feelings were 
concerned, he should prefer a larger rather than 
a smaller number; and yet he hoped it would not 
be supposed that he should favor any useless 
expenditures. He would state, by way of justi- 
fication, that he looked upon this message as one 
of the most important that was ever sent to an 
American Congress. It touches on matters of 
vital importance, and the people should see what 
the Execative thinks on those questions. He 


THE CONGRESSI 


Scene seaapepae nena ; : 


serting twenty thousand ; for the question to which 


| he had referred was highly important to every 


section of the Union. It was a question which 


| involved the commercial interests of this coun- 


try. 
‘Mr. BARNARD again rose and renewed his 
question of order; and, after a brief conversation 
with the Speaker, he ceased to press his point. 
Mr. BELSER resumed, and said that he un- 
derstood the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. 


| Jounson] had withdrawn his amendment, and 


was of opinion that the expense of printing extra ‘ 


copies of this document could not be better in- 
curred; it was an expense which ought to-be | 
incurred; and, if he were to gratify his own feel- | 
Mr. WISE observed that, as there were a 
great many new members, they were not, a 
haps, aware of the great importance of the doc- 
uments. The message, without the documents, 
was not so important; and the printing of a large 
number of the message alone would, perhaps, be 
a somewhat useless expenditure; but when they 
had supplied the officers of the Army and Navy, 
and the heads of the civil departments, who were 
all interested in the subjects therein contained, 
the. House would discover that ten thousand | 
copies would be found scarcely adequate to sup- 


. . | 
ply these and the wants of their constituents. An || 


old custom had been to print fifteen thousand | 
with the documents, and five thousand without. | 
Another had been to print all with the docu- | 
ments, and none without. He was now request- | 
edto increase the number, and he would take the 
maximum nutmber—fifteen thousand—and omit 
the printing of any without the documents; re- 
marking that, if ten thousand were not too many | 


in times past, fifteen thousand would not be too | 


many now. 


M. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the motion |) 


by the addition of a clause, to the effect that the 
work be executed by the Printer to the House, 
hereafter to be elected. 

Mr. BELSER was in favor of the proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.}] He 
had listened to the reading of that message with 
delight. B 
with it in all the doctrines there advanced; but on 
this question of Texas and Mexico, he was glad 





He would not now say that he agreed || 


to see that the Executive exhibited a proper spirit. | 


It was by far the most important message that, 
for the last twenty years, had been submitted to 
the Congress of the United States; and he wished 
the largest number to be printed, that it might go 
toevery part of the country. Disguise it as they 


met; and its discussion must come up before Con- 
ress. 


Mr. BARNARD rose to a question of order. 


If they were to have a discussion on the merits of | 


the message on the motion to print, he must insist 
on the proper order of business, and a return to 
the subject which had been already partially dis- 


tion of the Journal. 


Mr. CAMPBELL reminded the House that 


of Printer, and he thought it was of littie conse- 
quence to the country whether A or B printed 
these documents. : 

[Cries of ** Question !’’ ‘* Question !’"] 

The SPEAKER then put the question on Mr. 
C. Jonnson’s amendment; and it was carried. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then proposed further to 


amend the resolution, by striking out fifteen thou- | 


sand, and inserting ten thoysand. 

Mr. BELSER said he was opposed, as he had 
before stated, to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. C. Jounson.] He was in 
favor of a greater number; and he should, there- 
fore, support the proposition of the honorable 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise.} He would 
litre take oceasion to repeat, that he admired the 
‘pirit of the message, more particularly that part 
which related to our intercourse with Mexico; 
for, as he had before intimated to the House, it 
was a question in which his constituents felt a 

fep and an abiding interest. 

Mr.C. JOHNSON here consented to withdraw 
his amendment. 

Mr. BELSER said that he would propose, then, 
‘o amend, by striking out fifteen thousand and in- 








} 


i 
might, the question there, involved was to be || 


then he (Mr. B.) had proposed another. And he 
wished to be informed whether he had the right 
to make such a proposition as was involved in 
his amendment; for, if he had the right to make 


which it referred—the dissatisfaction of the gen- 
tleman from New York notwithstanding. If the 
message were as important as he thought it was, 
then he had the right to state that fact to the 
House as an argument in favor of printing the 


| larger number; but he was not going into the 


merits of the question at thattime; though, when- 
ever the proper time should come, he should be 
prepared to discuss it to the best of his abilities, 
be they humble or otherwise, That portion of 
the country which he had the honor to represent 
on that floor was deeply interested in the matter 
contained in this message; and he would take oe- 
casion to say, that, if the measures contemplated 
in that message be carried out, they must be for the 
weal or woe of thisentire country. The question 
relating to Mexicoand Texas was destined greatly 


to affect the commercial interests of the country— || 


more especially the cotton-growing States of the 
country. He represented one of those States on 
that floor; and he wished to have a larger num- 


ber of the message printed, that it might find its | 


way into every section of the country, that the 


people might read it and deliberate upon it, and | 


then instruct their Representatives in regard to 
it. He would, therefore, submit a proposition to 


limit the expenses and to husband the resouregs 


bracing, as it did, doctrines the most vital—per- 
haps the permanency of this Government. 

Mr. HOPKINS said the gentleman from Ala- 
bama had proposed a larger number than could 
by any possibility be necessary; a larger number 
than was ever before ordered. The usual practice 
had been to print five thousand with the accom- 


panying documents, and fifteen thousand without; 


know how voluminous it was; it might make a 


| volume of perhaps four hundred pages; and of 
| such a book twenty thousand copies had certainly || 
|| not been ordered during the last eight years, nor || 
cussed. He alluded to his motion for the correc- | 


did he think it had been done since the establish- 
ment of the Government. He should prefer the 


| adoption of a resolution in the terms used in 1839 
sometimes delay had occurred in the appointment | 


by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise;] and 
| he would, therefore, make that motion, which 
| was, in substance, a proposition to print fifteen 
| thousand without the accompanying documents, 
and five thousand with them. 

Mr. STRONG again urged upon the attention 


sage would be transmitted to the people through 
the ordinary channels for the communication of 
intelligence—the newspapers; and hence the use- 
lessness of printing the message in such large 
numbers. 





} 





| ‘The SPEAKER then put the question on Mr. 
| Beiser’s proposition; and it was negatived. 

The motion of Mr. Hopkins was next in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to strike out 

| fifteen thousand, and insert ten thousand; which 
was agreed to—one hundred and seven voting in 
the affirmative. 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 
The number ordered was, therefore, five thousand 
with the accompanying documents, and ten thou- 

| sand without the documents; the whole to be 
printed by the Printer to be elected hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the House 

| then adjourned. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


print twenty thousand copies—not for the pur- | 
pose of expending the treasure of the country, for | 
| he was as ntuch disposed as any gentleman to 


of the Government—but because he thought this | 
message was one of an important character em- | 


and he feared honorable gentlemen did not com- | 
prehend the expense of printing so large a num- | 
ver of such a document. They did not, in fact, | 


of the House the fact that the President’s mes- | 
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Wepnespay, December 6, 1843. 

The following Senators, in addition to those 
announced heretofore, appeared in their seats ‘in 
the Senate to<dlay: Mr. Henperson and Mr. 
Wacker, of Mississippi. 

MEMORIAL. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Mary Reeside, of Philadelphia, representing that 
her husband, James Reeside, on a suit with the 
United States for the settlement of his accounts 


| with the Post Office Department, recovered a ver- 


dict of $188,496 06 in his favor, and praying 


> Soe || Congress to provide by law for the payment ot 
08 rer > £ > |! DS ° é 

such a proposition, most certainly he had the || that sum; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

right to state the importance of the question to | 


JOINT RULE. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Tarran on yesterday, amendatory of the joint 
fles of the two Houses, was taken up and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That there shall be a Joint Committee on the 
Library, to consist of three members on the part of the Sen 
ate and three members on the part of the House of Repre 
sentatives, to superintend and direct the expenditure of the 
moneys appropriated for the Library, and to perform such 
other duties as are or may be directed by law. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would, on 
the earliest day practicable, ask leave to bring in 
a bill to reduce and graduate the price of the puab- 

| lic lands in favor of actual settlers. 

| Mr. HENDERSON gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow,,ask leave to bring in a bill to con- 
| firm the survey and location of claims for land in 


|| the State. of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and 


| south of the thirty-first degree of north latitude. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motionof Mr. MILLER, leave was granted 
| to take from the files of the Senate certain papers 
in support of the application of Jonathan Free- 
man for a pension. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

1 , Wepnespay, December 6, 1843. 

| The minutes of yesterday were read. 

| Mr. M. BROWN introduced his colleague, 
Mr. Joun B. Asue, who was qualified; and he 
then took his seat. 

| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL introduced his col- 


| 
|| league, Mr. Anprew Stewart, who was quali- 
! 


1 


| fied; and he,also took his seat. 

| Mr. CROSS introduced Mr. Joux B. Dawson, 
| of Louisiana; who was qualified, and took his 
i] seal, 

| AMENDMENT OF THE JOURNAL. 


The SPEAKER announced the order of busi- 
ness to be the unfinished business of yesterday. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether the ques- 
tion of amendment of the Journal of yesterday 
would not take precedence of the amendment of 
| the Journal of the preceding day. A proposition 
had been made by the gentleman from New York 
| to getacertain paper on the Journal of the House; 
and before the House had decided that question, 
the Clerk had spread it at length here. He there- 
fore wished the Journal of yesterday to be cor- 
| rected, before the House resumed the considera- 
|| tion of the proposition to amend the Journal of 
| the preceding day. They were getting involved 
and entangied by these irregularities, and he 
| hoped the House would pause, and set itself right, 
|| before going further. 
| Mr. BARNARD said he felt no embarrassment 
| or entanglement. He, however, merely rose to 
| ask for the yeas and nays on the question. 
| 


| 


Mr. DROMGOOLE still further enforced his 

appeal to the House. 

The SPEAKER explained that, being without 
| rules for their guidance, he had taken the previous 
|| practice as his precedent. 

‘| Mr. BARNARD said, it was true that the paper 
|'which he presented was on the Journal of the 
| House; but it was there on his individual motion; 
‘and he very much preferred that it should be 
| there by the decision of the House. He therefore 
|| desired to press a vote on the question; and he 
‘called for the yeas and nays on the motion of 
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the gentleman from Virginia to strike it from the | 
| 


Journal. 


The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from || 


Virginia submitted the question of priority? 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said he thought it was 
premature to spread that paper at length on the 
Journal, until the House had come to a decision 
thereon. By the old practice, it could not have 
gone there atall; and he thought the Clerk should 


the yeas and nays were called, it would neces- 
sarily be entered, for the purpose of showing on 
what the yeas and nays had been taken; but if it 
remained on the Journal of yesterday, and the 
yeas and nays were now taken, it must goon the 

ournal of to-day also; and he, therefore, hoped 
it would be erased from the Journal of yesterday 
by general consent; for this repetition of such a 
document, to say the least, was superfluous. He 
had no party feeling to gratify in this. He merely 
wished some system to be established in makigg 
up the Journal, and to avoid placing the House 
in the ridiculous attitude in which it must stand, 
if this document should be so often and so use- 
lessly repeated on its Journal. 


The SPEAKER intimated that a — of | 


amendment of the Journal of yesterday would 
take precedence, and the proposition to amend 


the Journal of the previous day would come up | 


properly afterwards. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE concurred with the Speak- | 
er; and he added, that the erasure would be doing | 


no injury to the gentlemen who wished to see it 


there, for it must be entered on the record on the | 
yeas and nays being called, whether the motion | 
on which they were called was carried or not, It | 
did, therefore, seem to him that it would be suffi- | 
cient that the Journal should state that the motion | 


of the gentleman from New York was pending, 
as it would come up again to-day. 
fore, hoped the Journal would be amended by 
general consent. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL justified the course | 

taken by the Clerk, and approved by the Speaker, | 

t He also quoted from | 

the Journals of the House of the last session to | 
show that the course now taken was in accord- 


in making up the Journa 


ance with the precedents. 


Mr. WINTHROP suggested to the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Dromeoore] the danger to | 


which he was exposed of involving himself in 
difficulties which he sought to avoid. 


the gentleman from Virginia sought to erase it; 


He, there- | 


For in- | 
stance: the paper was now on the Journal, and | 


| 


| question, 





but on his motion for that purpose, the yeas and }| 
> - 


nays might be called, and, necessarily, it would 
go there again; and it would also be again re- 


corded on the decision of the original proposition. | 


Thus, if the gentleman from Virginia persisted 
in his motion, the paper might go on the record 
thrice; for he should certainly call for the yeas 
and nays on the gentleman’s motion, and he had 
no doubt there would be found one fifth of the 
members present to sustain such a call. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had merely asked that the 
paper be erased from the Journal by general con- 
sent, and therefore the consequences Which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had anticipated 
would not follow. He wished it done by general 
consent, and thereby the gentlemen would not be 
prejudiced or suffer injury. If, however, such 
was to be the pertinacity with which the gentle- 
men were determined to act, he would withdraw 
Lhe question; but, in justification of the course he 
had suggested, he quoted some extracts from the 
parliamentary law,which had never been repealed. 

Mr. CHAPPELL said he confessed that he 
thought a very different course would have been 
pursued in reference to this question. In every 
auspectin which it could be viewed, in every shape 
in which it could be presented, the House must 
exercise in regard to it judicial functions. The 
House was, so far as regarded the question be- 
fore it, merely a judicial body; and the only fanc- 
tions which they could by any possibility perform 
in reference to this question were purely and 
strictly judicial functions. And he had hoped, 
therefore, that gentlemen, of whatever phase of 
opinions they might be, how much soever op- 
posed in the convictions of their own judgments 
as to the right of certain gentlemen to occupy 
seats upon that floor, would, nevertheless, have 
shaped their. action in that House in a manner 


| 


| liminary proceedings. 





suited toa judicial body. Every one of those 
gentlemen would have the right, when the ques- 


tion should be brought formally before the House | 
| for adjudication, to have his opinion recorded | 
| upon the Journals. As a member from the State | 
| of Georgia, and entitled to the seat to which he | 
had been chosen, he could only say that he hoped | 


the proceedings upon the subject would be judi- 


all its members were constituted judges upon this 


This was the extraordinary 


gentlemen at this stage of the business. As one 


| against whose right to a seat a portion of the 
|| House had arrayed their judgment, he was indis- 
| posed to have anything to say about these pre- 
He would be disposed, || 
| however, to have somewhat to say when the | 
merits of the question should come before the | 


House in its judicial capacity. 


In reference to what had been already—most || 


irregularly, as he contended—placed upon the 
Journals, he would suggest to the consideration 
of the House, and especially to the consideration 
of those gentlemen whose signatures appeared 
upon that paper, whether, in view of the judicial 
character in which alone the question could come 
before them, it was a proper proceeding on the 
part of a portion of the members, that they should 
not only prejudge the case, but that they should 


even record that prejudgment upon the Journal of | 


that body. He would again repeat, that, in ref- 
erence to himself, and in reference to those of his 
State who occupied the same position which he 
did upon this subject, he cared not what might 
be the proceedings of the body; he cared not what 
might be the course of proceeding adopted by gen- 


tlemen for the purpose of presenting their opin- | 


ions; but, for the sake of all that was becoming 


in the character of judges, ie would suggest to | 


those whom the Constitution of the country had 
made the judges, whom it had clothed with judi- 
cial power in relation to this subject, the propriety 
of withdrawing from the Journals of the House 
the record of their prejudgment. This was all 
that he had at heart, touching anything and every- 
thing that had yet transpired in that 
this subject. He well knew that the prejudgment 
so framed, and so recorded on the part of a por- 
tion of the members of that House, would not 


or prevent a full and fair consideration, and a just 
decision of the question by the House. But he 
would again ask, for the sake of the House itself, 


as a judicial body—as a body acting upon this | 


subject solely and purely in its judicial character 
—he would ask that the prejudgment of a portion 
of the members of that body be stricken from the 
Journals, either by a motion for that purpose, or 
by common consent. And, as far as his knowl- 


| cially conducted. The House being organized, | 
have waited for the decision of the House. If || 
A portion of that House, thus organ- | 
| ized and clothed with judicial powers, in antici- | 
pation that the question would arise and be pre- | 
| sented to them for decision, had presented, and | 
| recorded upon the Journal, a prejudgment of the | 
| whole question. 
course of proceeding which had been adopted by | 


ouse upon || 





edge of parliamentary proceedings enabled him | 
to judge, he believed that the motion made by the 


gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcooxg,] 


the proper one. The only subject of controversy | 


before the House yesterday was, whether the | 


paper was a proper one to appear upon the Jour- | 


nals. Ere the House had adjudicated upon that 


question—while the question was still pending | 


| and undetermined, the Clerk of the House had 
| spread the whole matter wpon the Journals. Were 


' the Journals of the House not to be controlled by | 
| the House? Was it to be permitted that, in con- | 


| sequence of the suspension of debate on a ques- 
| tion, a paper should be recorded in spite of them? 


| consider how far it was proper, under the circum- 
| stances, in reference to the manner in which it 


was brought forward in the first instance, to per- 


mit this paper to be made a portion of the records | 
| of that body. 


He would beg of the House—he 


| would beg of those gentlemen whose names were 
| signed to that paper, to consider how it was due 


to themselves, and to that House, in its judicial 


character, to withhold from the Journals this pa- | 
per, which was, in fact, neither more nor less | 


than a prejudgment of the question by those who 
were to be the judges in the last resort. 


| the discussion of the question. 


| emn 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
| | 


The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman jy, 
tended to offer any motion. 

Mr. CHAPPELL said he would reney y, 
proposition which had been made by the gen, 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoo.e.} ae 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said if the gentleman fy, 
Georgia would embody the arguments of 
speech upon paper by to-morrow morning, a»; 
move that it be entered upon the Journal, he (M; 
J.) would have no sort of objection that it shou); 
be done; for it was evident that the protest, ee 
was called, was only the statement of an are. 
ment. If the gentleman would prepare a rehy, 
ting protest, and move that it be entered upon thy 
Journal, the gentleman would meet with no o». 
position from him. But he certainly objected ,) 
the useless consumption of time which the debay 
was occasioning; and he would, therefore, moy 
to lay the whole subject upon the table. 

Mr. BOWLIN being desirous of addregsiy 
the Chair upon the question, 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion to |g 
the subject upon the table.’ 

Mr. BARNARD rose to a question of orde 
He understood the gentleman upon the other sid: 
had moved to strike from the Journal the regoly. 


° 
8 


y 


| tion which he (Mr. B.) had offered yesterday, 
| He submitted to the Chair whether such a motion 


could be entertained. The House had receive 


| the resolution in the regular way. The resolutio, 


itself was perfectly in order; and, in the ordinary 


course of proceeding, would go upon the Jou. 
i nal. 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of -order, 
Mr. BOWLIWN said, they did not shrink from 
They were noi 


afraid of it. The question had already been lx. 


| fore the public; and both in State Legislatures, 


where it had been agitated, and in the public 
rints, the act of Congress had been condemned, 
nar were not afraid of discussion; but they sol. 
y protested against placing a paper, which, 

he maintained, was not respectful towards thos 


_members who had been elected by general ticket, 


should be spread upon the Journals, and sen 
forth as a part of the proceedings of that body, 
They did not wish to avoid discussion; and gentle. 


| men mistook greatly if they undertook to assum: 
| that it was for the purpose of dodging the question 
| that they had offered opposition to the introduc. 


tion of the paper in question. 


When the proper 
time shoul 


arrive for them to come before the 


House upon the great constitutional question, 


they would be found ready and willing ‘to mee 


é J | their opponents, and to measure lances with then. 
affect the rights of any member; nor would it affect || 


They were not afraid of the question, and he did 


| sincerely hope that the subject would be allowed 


to come up before the House and the country; the 


| it would be referred to the Committee of Elec: 


tions, that a report would be made by the com- 


|| mittee; and that all proceedings in relation toi 
| would be conducted in the ordinary way. 


He was but little versed in parliamentary affair, 
this being his third day’s experience; but it dit 


|) appear to him that the course of proceeding whic 


had been adopted upon this occasion was a very 
strange one, taking a common-sense view of th 


/matter, That any set of members should unit 
which he had just consented to withdraw, was || 


and draw up an argument, and have it spresl 
upon the Journals, certainly appeared to him si! 
gular, to say the least of it. Why, he coull 
draw up an argument in answer to it by to-mor 


row, and move to insert'it upon the Journal. But 


Would it be permitted ? would it be for a momet! 


\) tolerated ? 


[A message from the Senate was here brougi! 
in by A. Dicxins, Esq., who informed the Speak 
er that the Senate had passed an additional jou 


| rule, in which they desired the concurrence 0 


_ the House.] 
He trusted that the House would yet maturely |, 


I might prepare my argument, (said Mr. B.’ 


,.but, sir, it would neither be received nor ente 


upon the Journal. I should probably not be lis 


_ tened to; and I cannot, therefore, see the reafo 


or justice of aiioving a protest, as it is called, 0! 
certain members of this House, to be placed up0 
the Journals. There is neither reason nor }\ 
tice in it; there is nothing like justice, inasmuch 
as it is not only disrespectful towards members 
of this House, but it is derogatory to the rights 
of certain States of this Union. Neither the #” 
stract principle of law, nor the rules of the House, 
would justify it. I care not if it should go up 
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the Journals each day, from this time until the | 
end of this session of Congress; its authors will 
be held up to the public as the originators of what- | 
ever evil may be produced byit. But I do hope, | 
at least, that gentlemen will vote regardless of the | 

uestion of constitutionality, and allow the paper | 
to go upon the Journals—twice if they pleased— 
but wit , their seal of condemnation upon its face. | 
Sir, look at the om oF the of this House, and | 


at the complexion of the~House which passed | 
law requiring the eléction returns to be made || 
| 


the law ! 
by districts. 
jaw throughout the whole ee 

i 


| 

: ; pal 

nothing to fear from it; we are willing to meet it | 
| 


An issue was made upon that very 


at all times, and in every form in which it can 
properly and legally be presented. But what I | 
do assert is, that it is unjust to allow fifty gentle- 
men to put their heads together and draw up a | 
judicial decision, and make use of the Journals 
of this House to spread that decision before the | 


public. Whether it be legal or not, it is highly | 
unjust. And I was nota little astonished when 


it was offered to be done. 

| did think that there was more magnanimity | 
belonging to those gentlemen than to wish to send | 
forth a statement upon one side, when the other | 
side cannot be heard. Sir, gentlemen are mista- | 
ken if they suppose, for a moment, that we care | 
anything about it. We care not if we were all 
sent back to our constituents. We would cheer- | 
fully return to them, and we should be warmed | 
in heir bosoms. Let gentlemen not suppose that | 
our seats are so valuable to us. We are not | 
afraid to meet the question; but we do object to | 
the gross unfairness of placing upon the Journal | 
and sending forth to the world the opinions of 
fifty gentleman that we are sitting ond wetlian in 
this House contrary to law. Whenever gentle- | 
men bring up the constitutional question we are 


ready tomeetthem. As to the mere fact, however, | 


of allowing this paper to go upon the Journal, as 
for myself, | would be perfectly willing that it | 
should go a hundred times upon the Journal—but | 
let it be accompanied by the seal of condemnation | 
upon it—than thatit should go forth secretly. Let | 
itgo forth; and let the people see what are the 
sentiments of their Representatives here upon this | 
subject. This is what I hope they will do; and | 
I trust they will disregard wholly the fact of its | 
appearing twice upon the Journal; and I appeal | 
to them to give their votes according to their opin- | 
ions, regardless of that circumstance. I do hope | 
that no considerations of this kind will induce | 
gentlemen to withhold their votes upon this prin- | 
ciple. If the paper goes upon the Journal, we | 
have another method, and we will fill up another | 
question. If we live, it shall not stain the Jour- 
nals for any great length of time. 

Mr. BELSER. That the question now before | 
the House is a grave question cannot be doubted; | 
and, for one, I must say that I do not admire the 
feeling that is displayed by certain gentlemen in 
arguing it. I know it would not be proper now 
toenter upon the question of constitutionality, 
the question as to whether gentlemen who come 
here, having been elected under the general-ticket 
system, have a right to seats upon this floor. It 
is Not the proper time to determine this question. 
The only question now is, as the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Rayner] ‘said yesterday, 
whether this House shall keep a correct Journal 
of its proceedings; whether we shall perform what 


we have solemnly sworn here to do, namely: to | 


protect and defend the Constitution. I do not see 
any difference in principle between the question 
now before the House and the question which 





|| the Journals of this House. 


a 


i 





per, who can precisely know what its character 
| was. 
But let us admit for a moment that this protest 


| in the House, exeept those who signed the pa- 


by what constitutional right gentlemen claim to 


in the Constitution, nor in the rules of the House 
| which I have seen, which authorizes them to 
spread a protest on the Journals. I admit that 


but if this paper be placed there in the manner 
proposed, the House would be guilty of a legal 
fraud. There is language in that protest which 
I, for one, can never consent to see placed upon 
If I could believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that I had committed a legal fraud 
in placing you in that chair, I should consider 
that | was unworthy of a seat upon this floor. 
I know that this is strong language; but the lan- 
guage used upon the other side is equally strong, 
and has emanated, I admit, from respectable gen- 
tlemen; but, as was remarked by the gentleman 
| from Georgia, they have prejudged the question. 
I have before remarked, that we cannot now go 
into the merits of the question of the constitu- 
tionality of the law of Congress, whether man- 
datory or otherwise; that question cannot now 
come up; when it does come up, we will be ready 
to meet it. Iam not prepared to say, as some 
have done, that the law of Congress isa nullity. 
It is a grave question, and we ought to keep our- 
selves uncommitted in regard to it; for upon it 
depends the organization of this House. I have 
not, then, risen to discuss that question; but I 
have risen to insist that the Journals of this House 
be preserved uncontaminated. And I ask the 
gentleman from New York to relieve us of the 
difficulty, by putting the matter in such a shape 
that the question may come before the House in 
the legitimate and proper manner. I am willing 
that the controversy should go before the coun- 
try, and I am ready to meet the question, and to 
| argue it according to the Constitution; but I am 
| not willing, inasmuch as I have sworn to preserve 
the Constitution of the country, to have placed 
upon the Journals of this House, as a fact, that 
which exists only in the imagination of the gen- 
tleman from New York and his associates. 
Mr. BARNARD desired to say a single word 
in explanation, which he should say for himself, 





|| and not for the large number of gentlemen who 


| had joined with him in addressing their protest 
to the House. He observed that objections had 
been urged on the part of certain gentlemen against 
the paper presented by him, that it anticipated 
| the ordinary course of legislation, and had pre- 
| judged the question. 
this charge it would be a grave one; but what was 
the case presented? To his mind, it was simply 
acase in which gentlemen from several States 
presented themselves to the House, and claimed 
to be members of it, not only without title, but 
without color of title. He repeated, that they 
came here not only without title, but without color 
of title. They came here under an act of nullifi- 
cation, nullifying a law of Congress—a plain, ex- 
| plicit law, which no man in the nation could mis- 
understand. It was for this reason that he re- 
.garded these gentlemen as appearing here not only 
without title, but without color of title. Was he 
bound, then, to meet these gentlemen as his equals 
in the organization of this body? Now, when 
| they came to an examination of this paper, it 
would be found to be addressed to those gentle- 





was before it yesterday. They are part and par- {| men particularly and personally; and there was 


cel of the same, at all events. 

_The evident object of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Barwarp,] and of those who signed 
the paper, was to have it spread upon the Jour- 
nals; and yetit has never been even read to the 
House. Now, we are sworn to keep a correct 


Journal of the proceedings of this House; and, | 


since | had an opportunity, yesterday, of address- 
ing the House, and ankcingl thins a saniee of the 
Journal might be read, | have examined it, and I 
&m satisfied that the Journal of yesterday recites 
Precisely what did take place in this House upon 
‘is question. But have we any knowledge as to 
7 ® character of the paper which the gentleman 
tom New York alluded to in hisargument? No, 
= There was nothing said in relation to the 
“haracter of that paper. There is no member 


|| some slight, lingering hope in the minds of some 
| of the gentlemen who signed the protest, that, had 
it been permitted to be read, they would have re- 
frained from participating in the organization of 
|| the House. ° 
|| ‘There was no prejudging of the case by that 
|| protest. It was the proper time for judging this 
|| question when those members having no titles 
| appeared to take their seats and take their oaths 
as members of this House. They had now taken 
their seats and qualified as members, and there was 
|| nO way of getting them out but by a judicial pro- 

cess. 

He understood the question before the House 
to be on the motion of the gentleman ‘from Vir- 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


is couched in respectful terms: I want to know | 


spread it upon the Journals. There is nothing | 
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| by him yesterday. On that question he called for 
| the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALE observed that he could sincerely 
say that it was with great pain that he threw 
himself again upon the indulgence of the Elouse; 
but he should be wanting in duty to himself and 
to the people who sent him here if he sat silent- 
ly in his seatand heard remarks made derogatory 

| to himself and to the State he represented, with- 





||} out replying to them; not only remarks, but 


| they have a perfect right to demand that the Jour- || 
'| nal should show the proceedings of the House; 


We have || 


} 


arguments spread upon the Journal, calculated 
| to prejudge the question which they presented. 
The honorable gentleman admitted that, if itwasa 
| prejudgment of the case, it would be obnoxious to 
| the objections that had beer made against it; but 


| he denied that his protest had prejudged the case. 


} 


If there was any justice in | 


| Now, he would ask the attention of the House to 
i that paper. What was it? Why, in that paper, 
| the members coming here from four States, sent 
in pursuance of the lawsof their respective States, 
and of the Constitution, who, appearing at that 
table, and turning to the Searcher of Hearts, sol- 
|emnly swore to support the Constitution of their 
country, were denominated lawless and revolu- 
tionary, and violators of law and order. Here, 
in obedience to the laws of their States, and in 
pursuance of what they religiously believed to be 
constitutional law; in the performance of a most 
solemn duty, and appealing to their God for the 
integrity of their purpose, they were branded in 
this paper as lawless and revolutionary. Did 
not this sound a little like prejudging the case? 
To his mind it was; and moreover it was, if not 
disrespectful to the members referred to, at least 
unkind. The Legislatures of their States, in the 
exercise of their discretion and judgment, had 
| solemnly sent forth to the world their belief that 
| the law calling on them to district their States 
| was not binding on them; and, in his heari, he 
| solemnly believed they were right. He was wil- 
| ling to stake what little reputation he had that 
| that law was a palpable violation of the Consti- 
| tution, and that it will not bear the test of seru- 
| tiny. If he understood anything of courtesy, the 
| gentlemen excepted to in that paper were not 
| treated in it in that courteous manner which ought 
| to be used towards members of this House. 
They were not even recognized as members of 
the House; and, though they were not exactly 
| styled fellows, they were referred to as ‘* certain 
| persons” who, the gentleman from New York 
|| intimated, had come here to commit an act of 
| lawless violence. 
| ‘The gentleman went further, and declared that 
| he could not recognize them as his equals. Sir, 
when I ask that gentleman to acknowledge me as 
|| his equal, it will be time enough for him to refuse 
|| it. Mr. H. asked nothing but his constitutional 
\| rights, and it would be for the House, and not 
|| for the gentleman from New York, to pass upon 
| them. New Hampshire, it was true, was a small 
| State, but she was strong in the Constitution; and 
if she was disfranchised—if anything was done 
here to deprive her of her share of Representa- 
tives in Congress—it would be the infliction of a 








blow not on her, but on the Constitution of the 
| country. Where did New Hampshire get her 
right to be represented on that floor? Was it by 
| an act of Congress? No; it was by the Consti- 
tution of the United States; and it was not pos- 
sible to deprive her of it without tearing down 
the barriers of the Constitution. In conclusion, 
he expressed the hope that the motion to strike 
that paper from the Journal would prevail. It 
would be doing great injustice to suffer that pa- 
per to remain on the Journals, and he trusted that 
| it would not be permitted by the House. He 
| knew little about the rules of the House, or of 
parliamentary tactics; but he claimed the posses- 


| sion of common sense, and if there was not com- 
mon sense enough in parliamentary rules to pro- 
tect the Journals of the House from matter which 
the House had solemnly refused to put on them, 
he thought that the committee instituted yesterday 
| to revise the rules ought to have been appointed 
| years ago. It was high time that the House 
| should take the matter into consideration now, 
| when it was seen that while they were debating 
the propriety of entering a paper on the Journal, 
their Clerk had taken that matter into his own 
| hands, and decided it for them, by making the 
|| entry; and thus, by this sort of legerdemain, the 


| 
| 
| 


ginia,(Mr. Dromcooze,} to strike out that part of || House was tricked into a decision of the question 
the Journal which inserted the resolution offered 


they were debating. 
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Mr. HUGHES would not have risen to say a 
word on this subject, had it not been for the ex- 
traordinary position taken by the gentlemen from 
New York and North Carolina. It seemed to him 
that they had taken an illegal course. Had it not 
been that such course was calculated to prejudge 
the case, he should not have opened his mouth 
till the subject came up in its proper order, as a 
legitimate question, brought before the House in 
a legitimate manner. But the honorable member 
from New York had said that the gentlemen from 
four States had come here, not only without a 
title, but without the shadow of a utle, to their 
seats. He was prepared to show, whenever the | 
subject came up properiy before the House, that | 
they not only had a title to their seats, but that 
their title was as indefeasible as that of the gen- 
tleman himself, or that of any of the gentlemen 
who had signed the paper to which his name was | 
affixed. 

The gentleman had modestly—very modestl y— 
said that he was not disposed to recognize them 
as his equals, as to the right of organizing the 
House; but when he should ask the gentleman to 
recognize him as his equal, then, but not till then, 
should he consider the gentleman entitled to enter 
his protest on the Journals of the House. He 
should tell the gentleman that he came here as the 
Representative of the people of Missouri; and that, 
as such, he had as much right to his seat as that 
honorable gentleman himself; and that he would 
maintain his rightsas one identified with the honor 
and the Constitution of the country. He would 
read a portion of the honorable genleman’s pro- 
test, which he held to be so disrespectful to the 
House, that he was sure, if the honorable gentle- 
man had reflected and duly considered its effect, 
he would never have signed the paper which con- 
tained it. 

Now, he would ask, was this respectful towards 
members occupying the stations they did, or to- 
wards the House itself, and the Presiding Officer 
which it had chosen? He should not hesitate to 
say that it was highly disrespectful; so much so 
that he would repeat, what he had before said, 
that he was sure, if the honorable gentleman had 
duly reflected, he never would have signed that | 
paper. His objections were not from any indis- 
position to meet and discuss the question, but to 
the time and manner of pressing it upon the 
House. He was not willing to permit the case 
of the gentlemen who were the subject of the pro- 
test to be prejudged before they were heard. 

Mr. HARALSON observed that the House 
had been told by the gentleman from New York, 
that the paper was intended for those members— 
not so much addressed to the House, as to them; 
and that it was expected they would retire, and 
not participate in the organization of the House. 
If it was intended as an address to those mem- 
bers, merely to induce them to retire and not par- 
ticipate in the organization of the House, it ought 








| 


| yet to 











iried; and, before trial, the House was 


_called upon to place on record in its Journals 


|| what prejudges the whole case. 


Was it not fair 


| that the gentlemen representing these four States 





} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





|.upon the records of the House. 


reply when the question comes up? Agaiti, this 
paper says: 
** Election by general ticket is no election at all.” - 

Was not this prejudging the question? Again: 

“No existing and valid law authorized any such election 
to be held ; and noelection, therefore, has been held in those 
States at which Representatives for the Twenty-Eighth 
Congress could be chosen.’’ 

Why, here it is prejudged that no election has 
been held. Was not that prejudging the whole 
question? He would ask, cake it be considered 
that the case could be fairly argued when it should 
come up? Did not the gentlemen who signed that 
pes see the position in which they stood? He 

oped they would reflect upon it, and withdraw 
their paper. When the proper committee is or- 
ganized, and reports upon the subject, should it 
be referred to it, the question will fairly come up, 
and can be fairly investigated. He objected to 
this unfair and premature manner of forcing it 
He would read 


| another passage from this paper: 


| 


** And as these States are not authorized by law to hold 
an election by general ticket, or otherwise than by districts, 
how can any officer or functionary therein be authorized by 
law to make a return of any such election? We are not 
prepared to admit that any person from any of these States 
can have in his possession any legal documentary proof of 
his election as a Representative for the ‘Twenty-Eighth 
Congress. We are well aware, however, that an attempt, 


| if now made, by motion or resolution, before the organiza- 
| tion of the House, to exclude these persons from all partici- 
| pation in that act, would be attended with great embarrass- 


| ment and great delay, and with the hazard of confusion, 


| 


violence, and anarchy in this Hall. 

** We have concluded, therefore, to content ourselves, 
in this stage of the business of the House, with declaring, 
in this formal and solemn manner, our condemnation of a 
proceeding on the part of the persons we have named, 


| which, if performed, we shall hold to be lawless and essen- 


| offensive in it. 


| 


not to be on record on the Journals of the House iF 


as a part of its proceedings; and he saw no better | 
reason why it should not appear there than that | 


furnished by the ventleman’s argument. A great | 


1} 


objection already urged, was, that the paper was || 


not respectful to the House. That paper says: 


(here individuals of that, and three other States, are named) | 
have been ealied by the Clerk, are now in this Hail, and 
have answered to their names ina manner to leave no doubt | 
that theirintent and purpose is to vote with the duly-elected | 
Representatives of the people here present in the election 
of Speaker, and to act and participate fully in the organi- 
zation of the House of Representatives, as if they were mem- | 
bers théreof.”’ 
| 
| 


i 
; 
‘Several persons from the State of New Hampshire, | 
j 
| 
j 


Now, did it not seem, apart from the disrespect 


to those members and the House, that the very || 
matter in controversy was assumed asa fact that || 


did exist? By what right did the gentleman him- 
self come asan elected Representative of the peo- 
ple? Had he any better right to say that he was 
a Representative of the people of his State, than 


the gentlemen from New Hampshire, Georgia, | 
He would ask, was |} 
not the assertion that they were not the Represent- || 
atives of the people of their States, a prejudging || 
of their case—a prejudging of a matter which the || 
House would be called upon hereafter to decide, || 


Mississippi, and Missouri? 





should it become the eo of sontroversy? 
In proof that it was a preju 
H. read the following passage in the protest: 


| this paper that the elections of members to form | 


tially revolutionary in its character, subversive of the Con- 
stitution, and of all Jaw and order, and tending directly to 
the destruction of our free Government. We declare that 
we shall regard the élection of Speaker, if effected by the 
votes of these persons, as an illegal election, and a Jegal 


by districts, they have failed to elect at all, for all legal and | 
constitutional purposes.”’ 


Why, this was the very question—a question 


| 
| 
| 


should have time and opportunity to investigate || 
| the contents of this paper, and to prepare for their | 


j 





fraud upon the nation ; and we shall not fail or cease, after | 
this body shall have been organized, and in the progress of | 
| the session, to make every effort within our competency to 
vindicate the law, to purge the House, and bring it back to 


a condition of constitutional soundness.”’ 


To purge the House! as if there was something 
Here was a decision of the very 


matter yet tobe tried. He objected to this paper | 


|, simply proposed to read it. Was, then, ther 


for that reason, as well as because it was a paper | 
| wanting in respect to the House and to the gen- 


| tleman elected to preside over it. 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, said it was with 
reluctance he had risen to take any part in the de- 
bate. But, as one of the members whose names 


were attached to this paper, he felt himself called | 


upon to make a few remarks. He did not pur- 
pose then goiag into the merits of the question, 
but to inquire as to the motives under which the 


|| minority had acted in bringing the subject before 


the House. Those who had signed that paper, 
held that the law of Congress, passed in 1842, 
provides that the States of this Union shall elect 


the members of this House by districts, and that | 


this law is constitutional. 
It was, then, from a conscientious conviction 
of the members whose names were attached to 


this House should have been in conformity with 


this law, that they objected to those being parti- | 
cipators in the regular organization of the House | 


who had not been elected in conformity with the 
law. 


preliminary organization of the House, and he 


did not then propose entering on the merits of the 
question. 
the imputations so freely indulged in by gentle- 
men who had already spoken. He and his friends 
considered it to be their right that the paper they 
had offered should appear on (he journal of the 
House at that very stage of the proceedings— 
that it should there appear they considered this 


ging of the case, Mr. || an illegal and unconstitutional organization of the 


House. They did this, looking to the magni- 


"These facts are notorious, indisputable, and undisputed; || tude of the result, and the importance of the ques- 


they are known to all, and admitted by all. Failing toelecy |! tion to the future character and proceedings of the || presumed to call them members of this He 


as nner 


It had not been their object to disturb the | 


He only intended replying to some of | 



















































House. He hoped that the rights of the mings, 
would be considered, and that they would bee. 
a to some respect from the majority on jy 
| floor. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY referred to that part of 
Constitution which provided that the Journal y 
| each House should be a record of its proceedip 
and recapitulated the facts as to his colleague [ i 
Barnarp] having yesterday offered a resolgi 
the object of which was to place the paper he 
on a former day ofiered to the House on the Jg 
nals; and stated that the question now was on 
motion to correct the Journals, by striki 
the resolution of yesterday. It was: urged thy 
this resolution was disrespectful to the House, ay 
to gentlemen, members of the House. He didgg 
| consider this deciding, or passing a decision 
| the question. The Journal was te state what 
done in the House; and it was subsequently; 
the power of any gentleman to offer a resoly 
stating the reason why he considered it disregpeg) 
| ful to continue such record on the Journal, § 
did not suppose that the receiving of the resolutigg 
setting forth the contents of the paper could 
considered as committing the House upon 
question to which that paper referred; for they! 
were many things spread upon the Journals of 
House to which it could not be considered at 
committed. He would not himself feel commit 
| by any opinion which that paper expressed; 
| his conviction was, that the gentlemen from 
| Hampshire, Georgia, Mississippi, and Missoug 
| were as fairly here as any gentleman on the fig 
| He should feel perfectly free to vote on this mp 
| tion, without any apprehension that his vote we 
| decide the question of merit, and withoutany de 
| 





| of the constitutionality of the gentlemen fromth 
four States having eho their seats for the orga 
ization of the House. He should vote against 
| present motion. 
| Mr. STILES considered the reai question w 
| whether the paper which was proposed to 


read ona former day, and was rejected, sho 
be placed actually on the Journal of the Ho 
among the minutes of its proceedings. It was 
question whether the mere proposal to read 
| paper, entitled that paper, no matter what mig 
| be its contents, to be placed upon the Jou 
| The very idea that it could, was in itself prep 
| terous. He would ask, would it be a pro 
minute on the Journal, to say that the gentler 
| from New York had read the paper? Didd 
gentleman read the paper in question? No, 


| proposal to read that paper sufficient? Is 
no Rintination between a mere proposal to do 
thing, and doing the thing itself? Coulda 
proposal be construed into an actual perform 
The House is to keep a Journal of its proceet 
ings. Was the reading of that paper anyp 
of its proceedings. The Journal should pe : 
nothing but the actings and doings of the Hou 
How could the reading of that paper, or 
spreading of its contents on the Journal, bee 
sidered any part of the actings and doings of 
House? Were the mere proposals of a me 
the actings and doings of the House? So fara 
the resolution of the gentleman from New Yaw 
goes to say that he proposed to read a papety 
is correct. But when that resolution goes iit 
ther, and states the contents of the paper, 
incorrect; because the House, not having agn 
to receive the paper, knew nothing authoritaut 
ly of its contents. Had they been known, 
| would have been reasons growing out of 
nature of the pdper itself, which would 
excluded it from a place on the Journal. 
The impropriety would have noone 
taking up a subject in that way, which it 
| be the duty of a regularly-constituted com 
to investigate and report upon before this How 
should at all act upon it. If there was any! 
improper or irregular in the election of these g@ 
| tlemen, let it go before that committee, 
| come to the House in its report. The 
| thing was not only improper and incorrect in 
|| but the manner in which it was attempted 0% 
|| done was unprecedented and extraordinary: 
| gentlemen of four States were informed 
| presumed to call themselves members of that 
| They had not presumed to call themselves 
bers of that body. Four sovereign States, 


had elected them as their Representatives, it 
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